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LECTURE I. 

Acts vii. 9. 

The Patriarchs^ moved with envy^ sold Joseph into 
Egypt ; but God was with him. 

Theee is something truly delightful in 
contemplating the lives and actions of 
those worthies, which the Book of Gk)d 
hath preserved for our instruction and 
pattern; men famous in theii generation, 
and who, although long swept from the 
face of the universe, are still dear to 
Christian remembrance; — ^whose names 
emblazoned on the escutcheon of God's 
nobility, peer above the oblivion of de- 
parted ages; and whose spirits, unsilenced 
by death, and unconfined by the grave, 
still hover over us as ministering angels 
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— animating us by their example, and in- 
spiring us by their renown, to tread the 
paths which they have hallowed, to fight 
the good fight which they have fought, 
and to press forward to the victory, 
which they liave obtained — Who being- 
dead yet speak to us. They are the 
Uving lights which compose the ever- 
lasting halo of God's glory among men. 
They are shining stars, upon the black- 
ness of earthly darkness, revolving round 
the Sun of Righteousness, and doing 
homage to him, as their Creator and 
their God. But one star differethfrom 
another star in glory, and while they all 
proclaim the glory and handywork of 
the Eternal, there are some which, by 
superior splendor, attract the eye, and 
\ wrap the soul in admiration ; — of this 
exalted rank is that holy and highly 
favored patriarch, wliose history and 
character, I design, by the permission 
and blessing of God, to make the subject 
of this, and as many more lectures, as, in 
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proceeding, shall seem expedient to the 
setting forth of God's honor, and our 
instruction. It is a task, indeed, well 
iirorthy of an abler advocate and a better 
man; and it is not without acknow- 
ledgment of my own weakness, and 
reliance on that promised aid, which in 
toeakness is made strongs and which is 
sufficient for every good word and work, 
that I enter upon it ; and I implore your 
united prayers, my brethren, for an 
unction of God's Holy Spirit, to assist 
us in the undertaking, and to sanctify it 
in the use. 

Above all the writings that have come 
from the spirit and understanding of 
man, the story of Joseph and his brethren 
has ever been justly esteemed the most 
pathetic and the most instructive; no 
matter whether they be fact or fiction— 
whether they be decked with the poet's 
fancy, or invested with the charms of 
the stotimentalist — there are none that 
can in any-wise compare with it; no 



inaiteTin wliat relation, or with what 
disposition we approach it — there is a 
chord for every bosom, and a tone for 
every mind. The first tear of innocent 
cliildhood shed over a brqtlier's wrongs, 
and the last that rolls down the grief- 
worn cheek of the bereaved parent, are 
alike dedicated at the shrine of this 
history; and while its fine touches of 
tenderness and sensibility are calculated 
to awaken every kindly affection of the 
human heart, it throws over every con- 

. dition of life. Its proper light and shade 
— and, verily, I do not envy that man his 
feelings, whose bosom is too cold to ad- 
mit of its impressions. 

There were bom to Jacob, to whom 
God also gave the name of Israel, ten 
sons ; but Kachel, who was the object 

' of his first attachment, and for whom he 
had dedicated fourteen years of willing 
'service, had continued childless ; until 

■ God, at last answered her prayers, opened 

, her womb, and she conceived and bare a 
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W9i^«nd^^ called his name J os^VB,. I^^ 
£ew y^ars after sh^ gaye to him another 
spn# at whose birth she died, and they 
o^Jled his name Benjamin : and Jacob, 

with these twelve sons, had settled with 

« ■ • 

gpeat riches, and many flocks and herds^ 
in the land of Canaan. 

jThe. first mention that is made of 
Joseph's condition is when he was 
f^venteen years old, and then, the sacred 
historian informs us, he was loved by 
Israel mare than all his children. Many 
things, at this time, must have conspired 
to vsiise Joseph in the affections of his 
^her ; — ^he was the son qfhis old age, the 
offspring of his best beloved Rachel, and 
h^ w^as born after a long season of dis* 
appointment — add to these, he was at 
i^t time of life, when all the tender 
^tachments are confirmed— -w:hen all the 
g^tle sympat];iies of nature are quick 
,aiid glowing— and all the parental in<* 
. te^^^ts ajre . on the tiptoe of observation, 
to m^arlf; tlj^ opening virtues of^a beloved 



child; — while, to crown the whdie, Jdd6l> 
was, possibly, not without hope, that iij 
this son, the blessing of the Almighty 
was to be shadowed out, and that he was 
destined to bear an eminent part in the 
transmission of the promises to his pos- 
terity. 

Josephus, the Jewish historian, says, 
" Jacob loved liim, both because of the 
beauty of his body, and the virtues of 
his mind, for he excelled his brethren in 
, prudence." Be this as it may, certain it 
is, that Israel loved him more than all his 
cAJ^reB,and, as amark of this preference, 
made him a coai of many colors — a coat 
I wrought with various colored threads, 
as the silks of the Eastern world are 
woven and worn to this day. Superior 
gifts and superior virtues are always the 
bane of weak and unworthy minds, but 
when they become objects of praise and 
preference, from being the source of 
envy, they become the basis of hatred 
and of malice; and so it was with the 
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brethren of Josepbp when they saw that 
their father heed him more than all 
his brethren^ they hated him^ and could 
not. speak peaceahly unto him. Had 
it been the object of the historian to 
have drawn an exact picture of envy, 
he could not have chosen more suitable 
words : — They could not speak peaceably 
unto him. There is a maliciousness in 
envy unknown almost to any other vice 
--•-anger originates in provocation-** 
xevenge proceeds from injury — all other 
crimes have some retaliation to pursue, 
some passion to be appeased, or some 
gainful end in view — ^but envy is selfish 
and solitary; and as it always preys 
upon worth and virtue, without any in* 
citement, save the consciousness of in- 
fenority, so it is wisely ordered by the 
Almi^ty, that, like the scorpion, it 
ts^ould carry a venom for itself — and no 
bosom is so disturbed and pained as his 
who hatii admitted envy to its abode ; 

b5 



tranquillity and satisfaction are vainly 
expected by the exercise of upbraiding 
and insolence — for, as our blessed Re- 
deemer saith, it is out of the abundance of 
, the heart, that the mouth speaketh. 

I would to God that this hateful vice 
were confined to the brethren of Joseph, 
' but it hath found its way to the brethren 
'of the present generation, and I greatly 
fear, that for one who possesses it not, 
there are still ten wlio nourish it and 
cherish it in their bosoms. But it is not 
the less hateful in the sight of God, nor 
is it less offensive to virtue, nor less 
hostile to religion ; sin is still sin, what- 
ever shape it may take, whatever pa- 
tronage it may obtain ; and envy is a 
sin, the first fruits of all sin, for it was 
through envy that Cain slew his brother, 
and through envy of the devil, death 
entered into the world. Let us then be 
the more careful to guard against it, lest 
it prove to us, as to the brethren of 



LECTURE I. .11 

Joseph, an incentive to other crimes, 
md involve us also in similar misery 
and distress. 

Now, although nothing may palliate 
envy among brethren, and especially 
among brethren of the same household, 
I cannot but think that some degree of 
blame attaches to the conduct of Jacob 
towards his favorite son, not so much 
in the superior love he bore towards him, 
as in the manner by which he distin- 
guished him from his brethren; and 
the evil that ensued, in consequence, is 
a sufficient warning for parents, to be- 
ware of showing partiality in their 
families, lest, by so doing, they unlink 
the chain of brotherly afPection, and stir 
up the spirit that lusteth to envy ; for it 
was not until the brethren saw that 
Joseph was most beloved that they 
hated him. The youth himself was 
without guile and without offence, and, 
notwithstanding their rude speaking and 
unmeek aspect, he^ neither suspected 
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their love, nor withheld his confidence; 
and this, with generous men is enough 
to disarm resentment, but envy dispels 
generosity, and hardens the heart. It is 
the peculiar character of innocence, that 
it is never suspicious — like Christian 
charity, of which it is an emblem, it 
thinheth no evil: but innocence is the 
support of envy, and simplicity is its 
nourishment, as the sequel of the story 
proves. For it happened at this time, 
that it pleased the Almighty to foresliow 
the future destinies of Joseph, in two 
remarkable dreams, which, in the most 
artless manner, he reveals to his family : 
— and he said unto them, hear this dream, 
that I have dreamed. For hehoM we 
were htnding sheaves in the fields and lo, 
my sh^af arose and stood upright, and 
behold, your sheaves stood round about, 
and made obeisance lo my sheaf. 

Now envy is a watchful felon, and 
like the thief at liis midnight wrong, 
Jakes alarm at every sound. To spirits 
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SO impatieisit already, a less plain pre- 
diction of their brother's exaltation, and 
their submission, had been sufficient. 
Shalt thou indeed reign over us ? arekali 
thou have dominion over usf were the 
taunting interrogations, which, in the 
bitterness of their hearts, they vented 
upon their unsuspicious and astonished 
brother; but he was too much used to 
their unkind and unpeaceable language^ 
to be more than ordinarily affected by it; 
for God having again been pleased to 
visit him, with a second dream, more 
palpable than the first, we find him, with* 
out the least hesitatioii, making Aem 
acquainted with it. JSdkold, said he, / 
dreamed a dream more^ and behM, the 
sun and the moan and the eleven stars 
made obeisance to me. This wan too 
much for the malignity of envy to en* 
dure, and this his father must have im* 
mediately perceived, for it is written, 
that he rebuked him and said unto him, 
what is the dream that thou hast dreamed? 
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Skall I mid thy mother, and thy hrethren. 
indeed, come and bow down oursehes to 
thee ? Now I apprehend that this rebuke 
of Jacob's was not the language of dis- 
approbation as to the dream itself, but as 
the relation of it might give offence to 
the rest of liis children {marks of which, 
it is more than probable, he had then 
discovered); and this appears to me, more 
clearly, from the singular conjunction of 
effects produced by the relation, and 
which immediately follows — his brethren 
envied him; but his father observed 
THE SAYING. He observed it, as the 
prophet Eli observed the vision of the 
youtliful Samuel, and knew it was the 
Lord, and that it was prophetical of the 
future fortunes of his dearly beloved 
son ; but no kindness, no modification of 
the good old man, could restrain the pas- 
sion which rankled in the bosoms of his 
children — they envied and they hated 
him the more. 

Envy, if it be confined to the bosom 
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of its possessor, is ocmfined by a stab^ 
necessity, and only wants an oppoitunity 
to biTTst into a devouring flame. This 
opportunity was soon afforded to the 
sons of Jacob. It appears they had 
gone down to a distant part of the 
country to procure pasturage for their 
flocks ; and having been some time from 
home, their father became anxious for 
their welfare, and resolved on sending 
Joseph to see whether it were well with 
them^ and to bring him word. No sooner 
was the thing proposed, than tilAdutiful 
and ready yoalb is prepared. Smre am /, 
was the expression of willingness, with 
which he receives his father's message; 
and elated, no doubt, with the expect- 
ation of meeting his brothers, he bounds 
over the vale of Hebron^ to Shechem, 
where they were used to feed their 
flocks : but, lo, they are not there ! The 
disappointment, however, is no abate- 
ment to his youthful ardor, and he 
wanders about in anxious search of 
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them ; anxious, indeed, he must have 
been, so anxious, it seems, that it was 
visibly depicted on liis face, for the first 
atranger that he meets, accosts him with 
\iiis question, JViat seekest thou? Ayidhe 
^mid, I seek my brethren; tell me, I pray 
thee, where they feed their flocks ? The 
man then tells him, that he had heard 
them say, let us go down to Dothan, a 
place eight or ten miles still distant. 
Sucli intelUgence had damped any spirit 
less ardent than that of Joseph; but 
far different with him ; without waiting 
to coldly calculate on the danger or the 
difficulty of sudi a journey, he pursues 
ids courae, duty to inspire him, and hope 
in tiie God of Israel for his safety and 
success. 

And here we might infer an example 
■for every minister of the gospel to fol- 
low, for their case is parallel ; they also 
are entrusted with a message from the 
father to their brethren ; no disappoint- 
ment must dishearten them — no danger 
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rntat retard— ^o difflaiMy must damp 
l^eir sseal : duty, too, must ui^ then on# 
and innooencjr of life, and tMnt m (3^ 
must be their support and MsistMfelfr 
Not satisfied with carrying thdr in^ 
quiries to Sfaediem — to the place of 
usual resort — ^tlie sanctuary of God-^ 
but to the houses of the wretdied and 
the wicked-^-even to those whoaremost 
distant from their father's houses and, 
like the poor {urodigal in the pvable, are 
in the far country of error and of wick- 
edness. But to letura to the iMj^ 

Having arrvfi^l at Dothaiv Vi finds 
his brethren, who discern him afar off; 
but how different are the sensations 
which pervade his bosom, and the 
bosoms of his brethren; his, dilated 
with pleasure and glowing witli afiecticm 
— theirs, swollen with euAy and burning 
for revenge. Taking advantage of the 
loneliness of the place, they immediately 
counsel together to put him to death. 
Behold this dreamer cameth. Come let ua 
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slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we 
wiU say some eml beast hath devoured him. 
Just Heaven ! what complicated crime 
is here ! falsehood and deceit, treachery 
and murder, all combined. This is the 
spirit of envy ranging for revenge, and 
against its dread malignity, nor youth, 
nor virtue, nor innocence, are any pro- 
tection, and blood, it is determined, shall 
wash away their father's preference. 

Oh, wrath unnatural ! Oh, abject 
baseness ! Oh, cruelty unparalleled ! ti> 
conspire the ruin and death of their 
young brother — that brother, tender, 
confiding, and unprotected; in a mo- 
ment, too, when he was performing 
towards them an act of affectionate 
kindness — when he was the glad herald 
of their household's weal — the ready mes- 
senger of their father's love ! Fortunate 
for them, the hearts of all were not so 
deceitful and so desperately wicked. 
Fortunate for them, the canker-worm 
of envy had not eaten so deeply into 



t}^ b^ficto of thdr elder brother ; for, 
¥^i^h' Reuben heard their inte]iti0ii, he 
seems to have been shocked, and said^ 
lit ti^ not kill kim ; shed no bloody but 
&^t him into Ms pit, and lay no hand 
i^pon km. This he planned, as we learn 
from the historian, that he might rid him 
out of their hands, to deliver him to his 
Jhiher again. Either compelled by the 
authority, or m-ged by the persuasion of 
their elder brother, they ccHisent to 
kiave him to die in the pit Vain and 
dettetable subterfuge ! And hy this, it 
seems, they thought they should be in- 
nocent of his blood; and so thought 
Pilate, when he washed his hands in the 
dight of the multitude, after having 
basfely consented to the death of oiu? 
hdly and innocent Redeemer, But God, 
tiho knoweth the secrets qfihe heart, is 
not to be tnocked with ^uch evasions ; 
and had they left their brother to pmsh 
fti the pit, they were as guilty, as if their 
rirarderous^ steel had drank his incrf* 




fensive blood. Oh. let us beware, niy 
brethren, of thus paltering with the con- 
science, deceiving our own selves. The 
eye of God searcheth out the matter, and 
his determinations are not regulated by 
deeds alone; he writeth the counsels of 
the heart in his divine judiciary — to do, 
and to cause to be done, are the same ; 
and St. John hath told us, that in the 
cognizance of the Judge eternal, he that 

Ihateth his brother is a murderer ; and, if 
we may judge from the brethren of 
Joseph, he that envieth his brother will 
soon hate him. 
Having resolved on this iniquitous 
design, Ihey cast Aim into the pit, and 
then, without any repugnance — without 
any feeling of remorse, they sat down as 
usual to eat bread. In the meanwhile, a 
company of Ishmaelitish merchantmen, 
returning from Gilead, whither they 
had been to purchase spices and per- 
fumes, came in sight. In a moment, 
covetousness, that vampire of every vir- 
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tue, 9!otd every obligation, put it into the 
heaEt of Judah, to make a gain of hin 
devoted bioth^) andJudah said unto Ms 
h^etkren, whatprqfit is it^ ifv>e slay our 
hrather, come let us sell Mm to the Ish^ 
maeUtes; and then, to make a virtue of 
what his sordid heart had devised, h^ 
urges a reason he never cared for until 
it served his interest and convenience — 
and let not our hand he upon him^for he 
is our brother; and his brethren were 
content. Thus resolved, the price is soon 
igreed upon — a few pieces of silver are 
paid — and Joseph, the fond, the affec- 
tionate, the beloved son of Israel, is de- 
fivcred into the hands of strangers, to be 
itemoved far from the caresses and indul- 
gences of his father, and condemned to 
the toils and hardships of a bond-slave. 
' Had Reuben still been present, he 
might have again rescued his persecuted 
bjTother, and saved him from such an ig- 
nominious lot; but it a}^>ears scmie 
occasion had at this time separated him 



ftom the rest of his brethren, and taking 
advantage of his absence they concluded 
their wretched bargain. As soon as a 
favorable opportunity offered, Keuben 
returned to the pit, to rescue the devoted 
Joseph, and behold he was not in the pit ; 
and he rent his clothes, and returned to 
his brethren, and said, the child is kot, 
and I, whither shall I go ? Throughout 
this transaction, there is an air of sin- 
cerity and brotherly regard in the con- 
duct of Reuben that removes from the 
mind all imputation of blame ; the anx- 
iety he at first exhibits for his brother's 
life, the stratagem to which he has re- 
course for his preservation, and the 
anguish he expresses at not finding him 
ui the pit, all combine to excite our ad- 
miration, and engage our love. The 
child is not, and I, whither shall I go? 
f But this lamentation and bitter niourn- 
' ing no way affects the depraved minds 
of his brethren; we hear of no sym- 
1 pathy, no condolence, no compunction. 
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jihietending to be^norant of the m^toav 
fch^ only care is to escape detection, 
and to evade thei inquiries of the |^ 
reoived father. One crime is the stepping 
stone to a second; they who can per* 
petrate a murder, will not hesitate.rtp 
utter falsehood ; they who could coiisent 
to the death of an innocent brother, 
will not scruple to deceive a parent. 
There is a meanness and servility in 
vice, which is only to be outdone by its 
shamelessness ; no artifice is too con- 
temptible to be practised by the hand 
of treachery. Accordingly, we see these 
unnatural men having recourse to the 
wretched subterfuge of dipping their 
brother's well-known coat into the blood 
of a kid, which they killed for that 
purpose ; and then, with the unblushing 
forehead of hardened crime, taking it to 
tiieir father, with an open and unfeeling 
lie, this hm>e v)€ founds know now whether 
a he thy son^s coat or no ? The scheme 
answered their wishes — ^the venerable 



father immediately recognized the torn 
and bloody coat, and, overcome by the 
sight, burst into a paroxysm of grief — ■ 
It is my son's coat ; an evil beast hat^ 
devoured him; Joseph is mthoui doubt 
rent in pieces ; and Jacob rent his clothes, 
and put on sackcloth, and mourned for 
his son many days. And, Oh ! where is 
the bosom so cold and desolate that 
would not share the sorrow of such a 
father? Where is the stony heart that 
would not melt at tlie sight of the good 
old man, as he wept sore and would not 
be comforted? But who endeavoured 
to assuage his grief? miserable comforters 
were they all ! and here, in a moment, our 
pity changes into indignation. It is 
observable that vice gradually destroys 
all traces of tender feeling in the heart, 
curdles the "milk of human kindness" 
into the gall of bitterness, and heightens 
the wrath of man into the ferocity of an 
evil beast ! And here it is displayed, by 
these unnatural children, who cared not 
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in' what misery, their shockmg story 
ihight involve their unhappy father, so 
Icfhg M it served to conceal the truth; 
i&id then, the historian tells us, T^heyrose 
Up to comfbrt him. Shameless insult ! 
that men could be so deliberately bftse 
to offer their vile dissembled condolence,' 
&rce the unnatural tear, and put on the 
appearance of pity ! O my soul come not 
^m into their secret; for surely their 
€^er was fierce and their wrath was 
arud. 

But where is Reuben all this while ? 
the sincere and noble-hearted Reuben, 
that he should suffer such a work to 
prosper ? Where was virtue gone, that 
she did not inspire him, to snatch with 
fearless arm the cloak from guilt, and 
lay this treachery bare ? Alas ! he was 
unstable as water; but whether he 
became an accomplice in this detestable 
fraud, I know not ; the Scripture saith 
not — God knoweth ; but this I know, 

c 
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that it is not impossible, for etiif? Vdfii- 
munications corrupt good manners. 

The instability stamped upon the 
character of Reuben, by the well known 
prophecy of Jacob, leads me to this con- 
clusion ; that the love of virtue possessed 
his heart, we know, but be seems to have 
wanted courage to support it. To tbis 
want of resolution perhaps we shall do 
right, in attributing his silence upon 
the present occasion. He knew the 
treacherous disposition of his brethren, 
and might have feared to disclose their 
crime, lest they should implicate bim, 
or lest he should become an object of 
tlieir fierce and unprincipled revenge. 

Here will I pause, until, by God's 
permission, we shall again meet together, 
to consider the rest of the acts of Joseph, 
and all that be did; his charity and 
virtue, his wisdom and honor, his filial 
love and brotherly, with all that befel 
him in the land of Egypt, and how that 
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0Qd $he^edJiim mercy ^ and made him to 
/iroq^er in all, that he did. Events which 
lore cl^ronicled in the word of God for 
our instruction, and in the Bbok of 
(^k)d's remembrance for his rewards 
^But I cannot dismiss yon, without 
pointmg out the relation in which this 
patriarch stands to our Blessed Re- 
deemer, in that part of his history 
which has now passed under our review, 
^e also was the dearly beloved son of 
the Father ; and he deigned to call us 
brethren; Was Joseph envied by his 
brethren ? So was Christ ; for when the 
^Jewti were damorousfor his death, Pilate 
knew that for envy they had delivered 
him. Was their malice heightened 
against Joseph, because he foreshowed 
his future greatness ? So it was against 
Christ. We found thisfoUow perverting 
the natton- — saying, that he himseff is 
Christ, a iing, was the accusation of the 
infuriate multitude ; and when, at the 
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' solemn adjuration of the high priest, he 
prophecied of his future glory, when 
the Son of Man should come sitting at the 
right hand of power, the higli priest 
rent his clothes, declared it blasphemy 
and they all consented that he was guilty, 
of death. Was it covetousness that 
tempted Judah to propose the sale of 
Joseph? So was it tlie same covetousness 
that instigated Judas to betray our 
blessed Lord into the hands of his mur- 
derers, and for the self-same recompense, 
a few pieces of silver ! 

This relation, his being an eminent 
type of the world's Redeemer, Jesus 
Christ at once exalts Joseph in our 
esteem ; and while it adds lustre to his 
character, it also adds weight to his ex- 
ample. Let us then, beloved brethren, 
be careful to study, and diligent to 
frame our lives and conversations by it; 
and he, the shepherd of Israel, who leadeth 
Joseph like a sheep, shall uphold us in 
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every danger, strengthen us in every 
temptation, and finally lead us to the 
fold of everlasting rest, there to mako 
us kings and priests to God and the 
Father. To him he glory and dominion 
Jbr ever and ever. Amen. 
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PSALH CV. 17, 18. 

He sent a man before them^ even Joseph^ who was 
sold for a servsmt. Whose feet they hurt in fet- 
ters> he was laid in iron. 

Virtue in distress, and persecuted in- 
nocence, seldom fail to strike the finest 
chords of human feeling, and awaken 
the tenderest sympathies of our nature. 
There is a charm in such a theme, against 
ivhich no temper is altogether proof; 
even vice — ^hardened vice, might bow to 
its influence, and be melted with the 
recital of those sanguinary deeds, in the 
practice of which there was no repug- 
nance, for it hath softened men of iron 
mould, "and wrung the involuntary 
tear from eyes unused to weep." 

Of this peculiar nature, is that part of 
Joseph^s history, at which we closed our 
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last lecture ; for, methinks, it is impos- 
sible to produce a scene more deplorable 
and pity-moving than that in which we 
see this gentle and inoflfensive youth 
snatched from the endearments of his 
indulgent father, and consigned to the 
thankless drudgery of a bond-servant ; 
cut off from all communion with the 
worshippers of the true Gk)d, and com- 
panied with aliens ! 

But no adversity, however sharp, 
could damp the ardency of Joseph's 
spirit, touched as it was by the coal of 
inspiration; hosts of troubles, with all 
the corrupt doctrines and vicious prac- 
tices of the Egyptians, were impotent 
to crush his stubborn virtue, armed as 
he was with faith in the God of 
Israel ; for virtue, that gem of hea- 
ven, Uke its most precious represen- 
tative in the earth, shines brightest in 
the shade. Desolate and forsaken as 
the youth appeared, there was still one 
who did not desert him in this ex- 
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tsemit^ ; and notwithstanding his afflic- 
tions ^d his bonds, still (as the historian 
tells, us) i^ Lord tvas with Joseph, and 
ke was a prosperous man. Being placed 
iounediately under the eye of Potiphar, 
tike captain of Fharoah's guard, for he 
was m the house of his master (probably 
a personal attendant), it was impossible 
that the integrity and superior gifts of 
Joseph should escape his notice, for he 
siQQms to have been a man of prudence 
^d; discernment; and thus it was, that 
t^vm the Egyptian officer clearly per- 
jqeiyed that the Lord was with him, and 
t^ which he did, he made it to prosper. 
What time he remained in abject bond- 
age we are not precisely informed; 
certain, however, that it was not very 
long before the Lord shewed him mercy, 
and gave him gra^^e in the sight of his 
master. So true it is, that our beneficent 
Creator, although he may permit his 
servants to suffer affliction, to try their 
faith, or perfect their love, and serve the 
dispensations of his providence — ^yet, so 



Ibfig as they put their trust in him, he 
will never leave nor forsake them al- 
together; and in the end will reward 
them double for all that they have en- 
dured. God can and hath made bare 
his holy arm to those who knew him not; 
for where he is there is honor, however 
dark and unpromising may be the pros- 
pect. So it was with Daniel when in the 
Babylonian thraldom, the king preferred 
him above all the presidents and princes 
became he saw that an excellent spirit 
was in him,, for it was the Spirit of God ; 
and for the same reason the king delighted 
to honor Mordecai, who, from being a 
pensioner at the palace gate of Ahasu- 
erus, was advanced above all the princes 
that were with him, and became the light 
and gladness of his people; and in like 
manner Joseph found favor with his mas- 
ter,anAhemadehimoverseeroverhishouse, 
and all that he had he put into his hand. 
To do good and to minister justice to 
all men, is the boundless latitude of the 
Christian religion ; but God is especially 
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pleased wlieD yirtue is rewarded, and 
\ii& £uEthful servants honored. Accord* 
iKgty» he is: not: ccmtent With lifting up 
the nnfoortunate Jcyseph from adversity^ 
but'bleisseth his benefactor for the deed, 
attdithe Loi^hle^sed the Egyptim!^ houMe 
^^JaaepUssake^ and the blessing qf the 
lard was fqxm aU he had in the house and 
iAiheJidd; a circumstance, recorded no 
doubt for our encouragement, to do goad 
i&€^. meny but especially to those^ who are 
iqf the household ^f faith ;* for notwith*- 
stail^ding' ih^r inability to make any 
^aretum, they have an everlasting chan- 
toellor above, who is rich in mercy to him 
who sheweth mercy, and emptieth the 
full horn of his bounty upon the liberal 
4s6ul-— and he who. soweth bofuntiJuUy shaB 
r^ap bounti/uSh/fJor the Lord is righteous 
in all his ways^ and holy in all his works. ^ 
Thus . prospered by the Lord, and 
d«ly exlSbitLg mark, of wisdo-n .nd 

•2Cor.ix. 6* t Psalm cxlv: 17- 
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integrity, he advances in the esteem and 
confidence of his master, until every 
tiling — all his riches — and all his pos- 
sessions, are entrusted solely to his care; 
and the Egyptian captain, assured of his 
undeviating honesty, cared not to keep 
any account agmnst him — and he knew 
not ought he had, save the bread that iie 
did eat. There is a loveliness in virtue 
that attracts esteem though it be clad in 
poverty — there is a nobleness in virtue 
that commands respect though it be 
fettered in servitude — and there is no 
situation in life so destitute and forlorn, 
but that the integrity of a man's heart 
tnay guide Mm to happiness and to honor. 
It was this integrity, aided by that bless- 
ing of God which is never wanting to 
the upright, which won for Joseph the 
confidence of his master ; and remote as 
the period now is, and distant the 
country in which it happened, there 
beams upon my heart a ray of unaf- 
fected pleasure, as I survey the rising 
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wrtunes of the youth, and mark them 
starting from obscurity, like the sun in 
glorious majesty from his cloud-confined 
light ! and who would not exult, and 
who would not feel pleasure with me ? 
What a change of circumstance was 
here; he who, but a short time since, 
was despised, and stripped, and sold for 
a few beggarly pieces of silver, is highly 
valued, and clothed with honor, and 
made the treasurer of much riches ; and 
he, who lately torn from his kindred and 
consigned to ignominious vassalage, now 
finds a friend in the captain of Pharoah's 
guard, and is made lord over all his 
household ! 

But neither innocence nor prosperity 
are proof against the shafts of trouble 
— indeed, they serve rather to lay the 
bosom bare ; for innocence frequently 
invites wickedness to take hold on its 
possessor, and prosperity too often in- 
clines us to take hold on wickedness. To 
the first of these evils we find it was the 
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\6i of Joseph to be exposed, white'lHe 
latter may have operated strongly on the 
guilty passion of the Egyptian's wife. 

For now we come to a part of 
Joseph's history, which, from its pecu- 
liar nature, has often been deemed of- 
fensive to modesty — but I hold that 
there is nothing wrong, or objectionable, 
in that which is intended to exalt virtue 
and degrade vice, which yields to the 
one the meed of unqualified approbation, 
and invests the other with its severe and 
well merited opprobium ; and it is a 
circumstance too honorable to the cha- 
racter of Joseph, and too excellent a 
lesson for youth, to pass unnoticed — 
however unimproved. The indelicacy 
Jfconsists not in the relation of crime, 
but in its commission — in the transgres- 
sion of God's law, not in the proclama- 
tion of his judgment. To the pure, saitli 
the Apostle, all things are pure ; hut 
unto them that are defiled and unhelievijig 
nothing pure, because their mind and 



1 



LUCTUKE 11. 41 

c^n^denee is defiled* God Almighty 
8<^4'tP dll such thie i^irit of repentance, 
and m^ke this an instmment to them of 
aix^usatlon and conviction. 

And it came to pass after these thhigs^-^ 
after the repeated proofs of the youth's 
integrity, and the repeated tokens of 
\m naaster's favor, that his master's wjfe 
cast her eyes wpon Joseph^ and, prompted 
by a wretched passion, conceived, as we 
m^y reasonably suppose, in the ^^ beauty 
of his person," she invited him to the 
sacrifice of his honor and his virtue. 
Sl^ must, indeed, have been a shameless 
and abandoned woman, to have ventured 
on the seduction of virtue so long tried, 
and so long approved. Adulteress in 
her heart already, lie with me was the %o^ 
lidtation of the faithless wife ; but, as 
we should expect, he rejused; and the 
naanner of his refusal is the lasting spe- 
dmen of generous feeling, manly for-- 

♦ Titus i. 15. 
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titude, and saintly virtue. Shocked as 
he must liave been at this base propo- 
sition, and disgusted at such an outrage 
on common decency, he neither forgets 
the respect that is due to the wife of his 
master and benefactor, nor his duty to- 
wards his God. Instead of reviling pr 
blaming her, he merely pleads his own 
obhgations ; and, as would seem, by the 
artful manner in which he appeals to 
the love and confidence of her Imsband, 
he stUl cherished the hope of awakening 
her to a sense of her unworthy return 
for his affection, and of reclaiming her 
from so unchaste and wicked a pro- 
ceeding. Behold, said he, my master 
knoweth not what is with me in the house, 
and he hath committed all that he hath 
to my hand; neither hath he kept any 
thing backjrom me, but thee, because 
THOU ART HIS WIFE. And then, to 
show that however strong might be this 
motive he had still a stronger in reserve, 
he produces the shield of faith, by which 



LECTUKS [I. 43 

1^ is given to the servants of God to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
How then can I do this wickedness, 
and «B against God ? Much as he 
scorned to intrude upon the peace of a 
fellow-creature — much as lie shrunk 
from the idea of defrauding his kind 
and confiding master — much as he 
feared the rage of an abused lord, and 
the resentments of a violated law — 
much as he valued his own spotless 
fame, his honor, and unblemished clias- 
tity — much more he feared to incur the 
displeasure of his Maker ; and so utterly- 
repugnant was the commission of this 
crime to all the reigning principles of 
his heart, that he speaks of it as an im- 
possibility — HOW CAN 1 DO this g'reat 
wickedness, and sin against God f One 
would have thought that such a disap- 
pointment had been sufficient to quell 
her lawless passion, or at least to damp 
the expectation of success ; but, no : 
daUy she renews her importunities — 
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daily she uses every artifice to break the 
spell of virtue, and subdue him to com- 
pliance ; and we may be sure there was 
one to flatter her address, and whisper 
into her ear, as erst he did into the ear 
of our mother Eve, well-managed lies, 
wherewith to deceive herself. Prompted 
by such a ready counsellor, daily she 
spake to kirn, but in vain — he not only 
■refused to hearken to the infamous 
design, but shunned her presence, and 
would have avoided it altogether ; but, 
set as he was over his master's house- 
hold, it could not but happen that they 
should sometimes meet, until, at length, 
an event occurred that fairly ridded him 
of his hateful suitor, although at the 
forfeit of his honorable station, and the 
downfall of his liberty. 

And it came to pass about this time, 
that Joseph went into the house upon bu- 
siness, and there was none of the men of 
the house there within. Jaded by con- 
■tinual disappointment, and spurred by 
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tbe &vcrabl6 opportunity, xmce more 
she resolves to make a desperate e£K)i!t— r 
^ caught him by the garmmt, mying^ 
XXE with me ! Scarce had the words 
escaped her lips, than, lo, he is not ! and 
the empty idr receives the last breathing 
edio of her infamy. Conscious of the 
determined passion of his mistress, and 
startled at the circumstances so favor- 
able to temptation, instantly he strips 
the captive garment from his shoulda:^, 
and; vanishes from her presence. It was 
nobly done, and the record of it is 
worthy to be engraved upon the horns 
ol )th€^ altar ; and, surely, it would shame 
th^u youth of these ' degenerate days, as 
sjurply, as it. will be for their condemna^ 
tipn : 09 that day, when whoremongers 
and adulterers GodwHl Judge! Oh, 
t^ . there ' wore stUl found the same 
sl^t regard to honor, to virtue, and to 
God^ fori.it. wcnild rescue many a de^ 
ypt^ victim from despair, and spare 
many a..pfmg,to the mother's widowed 
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heart, and save so many bitter tears of 
penitence at the last. 

Surely we consider not whither we 
may be carried when once we give the 
rein to our desires— we consider not the 
result when we enter upon such a war- 
fare. Let a man place himself in the 
situation of the person he is about to 
injure — let him think upon all the 
misery that is likely to ensue — the 
bitter mourning, the burning shame, 
and pitiless reproach — let liim but con- 
sider the awful warnings of the Al- 
mighty, who commandeth even the eye 
to be pure, and the more awful declanu 
tion, that they who do suck things, shall 
not enter into the kingdom of God. Let 
a man, I say, think upon these things, 
and, if he be not steeled to every gene- 
rous feeling — if he be not destitute of 
every moral obligation — if he be not 
dead to every solemn impression, it 
cannot fail to produce some such pro- 
hibiting and effectual argument for 
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restraint, as that which burst involui*- 
tarily from the virtuous heart of Joseph 
'-"'haw can I do this great trndcediMst^nnd 
Mi against God? But to acquire such 
dtk ascendancy ovar our passions, it is 
necessary that we should keep continiGal 
watch over them — ^that we should keep 
under the body 4md bring it into suk^ 
jietion^* for a vicious appetite, like a 
j^/ul spirit^ goeth not out but by prayer 
and fasting.^ All sin is insinuating, 
aixdi we are easily beset, and easily over- 
cdme. Guard therefore against the dan- 
ger and corrupt influence of a vice, than 
which, sad experience teaches us there is 
hothing so efiectual to deprave the 
^mind, and brutalize the affections. It 
ll( agmnst this sin that the Apostle Paul 
Is'most severe-*— it is against this sin that 
-Ckud has solemnly denounced his de- 
^rts'uction, and in the whole catalogue of 
human crime, there is no sin that more 

♦ 1 . Cor. ix. 27. t Matt. xvii. 21. 



unfits the mind and affections for re- 
pentance. The spirit mil not altca^s 
strive with man, and as, in this instance, 
we more immediately wrestle against 
the spirit, he is more readily grieved, 
and will more readily depart, and then, 
what must follow the dreadfid de- 
sertion, but that reprohate wind, which 
excludes hope, and is the sure fore- 
runner of eternal death ? Flee youthful 
lusts, saith St. Paul ; flee every tempta- 
tion to lust, speaks still louder the ex- 
ample of the patriarch now before us. 
" He who hesitates is lost," is an old 
proverb, and it is a very true one : the 
man who stays to parley with sin, has 
made one desperate step towards a dis- 
graceful surrender. If we would keep 
tlie body undefiled, as a fit temple for 
the Holy Ghost, we must beware of the 
very first insinuations of impiire desire, 
and arrest them on the threshold. If 
we would act up to tlie dignity of our 
nature as men, and to the holiness of 
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: omiselves the vexatiom wliich 
^riiirays accompany guilt, and the paiigs 
4a!f ireotoise which always tread upon tffie 
Aeds of Uwless pleasure — and if we 
.WMdd €flcs^ the appalling verdict of afi 
ilfiter«reekohing, we must start back 
it(un the first impulse, and leave the 
garment of lust in the arms of tempta- 
tioti*^ VTat^ and pray, saith our blessed 
i«0|rd, lest ye enter into temptation: 
WitlKuit this precaution, we have but 
little alnlity to lay aside the sin that doth 
W) easily beset us — without this pre- 
caution, not even Joseph had been able 
to withstand the evil day. 

I know not what must have been the 
feelings of the deserted adulteress, thus 
humiliated to the last degree ; but her 
subsequent conduct proves they were 
by no means enviable. Had there been 
one spark of honor remaining, the pre- 
eminence of Joseph's virtue might have 
kindled it into life, and restored her 
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again to duty and affection. But what 
will not vice ? When once we enter 
upon the commission of it, we give our- 
selves out of our power — we give the 
helm to the adversary, and we are 
turned about whithersoever he listeth. 
Thus, at once assailed with lust, and 
pride, and disappointment, not long she 
hesitated ; forth from their dragon seed, 
up sprung Revenge, like an ^med giant, 
to seal her infamy with blood. The 
deserted garment favored her resolve, 
and she accuses the stainless Joseph of a 
crime, which, he had shown to her, his 
righteous soul abhorred. Masking her- 
^H self in the grossest hypocrisy, and under 
^H the pretended agitations of offended 
honor, she sets up the hyena-cry of dis- 
tress, and claims the attention of her 
I astonished household ; see, he hath 
brought an Hebrew unto us to mock us ; 
he came in unto me, to lie with me, and I 
cried mth a loud voice; and it came to 
pass, when he heard that I lifted up my 
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voice, and cried, that he left his garment 
fvith me, and fled, and got him out. So 
ready is falsehood to aid the commission 
of every crime ; and no wonder, since he 
who is the author of sin, is also the 
Jather of lies* Having succeeded thus 
far, she lays the garment by, and awaits 
the arrival of her lord ; to whom, with 
the same artfulness, she repeats her com- 
plaint, and, 'te we might well expect, his 
torath was kindled. To be thus abused, 
and by one, on whom he had conferred 
so much confidence and favor — ^by one, 
who, from being his legal bond slave, he 
had raised to an office of trust and a 
post of honor — ^by one, who had arrays 
worn the garb of superior virtue, and 
who even appeared to be the avowed 
favorite of heaven. To be thus abused, 
and by such a person — ^the sense of so 
high an indignity, of such base ingrati- 
tude, and such deliberate treachery, 

^ John yiii. 44. 
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might well have called forth his fiercest 
anger, and provoked him to the severest 
punishment. Now the inflexible in- 
tegrity of Joseph, the simplicity of his 
nature, and the evidence of the divine 
favor which his master had observed, 
might have raised a doubt as to the 
truth of such an accusation, had it pro- 
ceeded from any other tongue than 
hers, for whom, nature, honor, virtue, 
all combine to claim a favorable hearing, 
and where all the tender endearments 
of connubial love forbid us even to 
cherish a suspicion. This over-mastering 
influence, added to the plausibiUty of 
her *tory, banishes at once every other 
consideration. Deaf to all appeal — 
every opinion — every feeling gives way, 
and the unhappy Joseph is degraded 
from his well-earned honors, and con- 
signed to the gloom and hardships of a 
dungeon ! where, his feet . they hurt in 
fetters^ and the iron entered into his soul. 
Unhappy, said I ? Unhappy ! the heart- 
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less adulteress, with all her show of in* 
nocence, though resting on the lap of 
indulgence, and feeding daintily upon 
all the luxuries of life, might have ex- 
changed with the prison-bound son of 
Israel for advantage ! For what are all 
the pleasures of the world, when mingled 
with agitations, and the compunctious 
visitings of a guilty conscience? What is 
honey if it be sweet only in the mouth, 
but like the roll in the Apocalypse, it 
turn to bitterness in the belly? All 
other sorrows are comparatively light 
and easy to be borne, but this we can 
neither wrestle with nor elude ; the spirit 
of a man^ saith Solomon, will sustain his 
infirmities^ hut a wounded spirit^ who can 
bear? While we are blest with tran- 
quillity within — with a conscience void 
of offence towards God and man — the 
arrows of affliction may strike, but they 
cannot harm — they may threaten, but 
they cannot subdue. Witness the lions 
in the den of Babylon, divested of their 
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natural ferocity, and turning the play- 
mates of the prophet ; and the raging 
furnace of Nebuchadnezer converted to 
a temple for Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, to hold communion with 
their God ! Beside, to the righteous, 
there are pleasures in reserve, which the 
wicked can neither feel nor apprehend. 
Witness the first Christians, in the midst 
of persecutions — nor prisons, nor padns, 
nor death, could damp their ardor, nor 
bend their dauntless spirits. Inspired 
by that strength and comfort from 
above, through which St. Paul declared 
he could do aU things, martyrs in ec- 
stacy have breathed out their souls in 
blood and flame ; and the same St, Paul, 
with Silas, his companion in affliction, 
once on a time, did make the prison 
walls of Philippi to echo with their 
songs of praise. Nor does the Almighty 
ever forsake his faithful servants. We 
see him in this instance of their im- 
, prisonment, shaking the foundations of 
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the dungeon, and miraculously breaking 
their shackles, in order to recommend 
them to the favor and kindness of the 
keeper. And so it was with Joseph; 
the same gracious Gk)d, who once shut 
the lions' mouths, and walked with his 
servants in the midst of the fire, and 
encouraged his martyrs to resist unto 
blood, and won the jailor of Philippi- for 
Paul and Silas, the same was with 
Joseph, as it is written — The Lord was 
with Joseph and showed him mercy , and 
gave him favor in the sight of the keeper 
of the prison; and the keeper of the 
prison looked not to any thing that was 
under his hand, because the Lord was 
with him, and that which he did, the 
Lord made it to prosper. 

Leaving him thus immured within the 
walls of a dungeon, cast down, though 
not forsaken, here let us again pause 
over the history, observing, as we pass, 
the analogy, which even in this part of 
his life, there subsists with that of our 
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blessed Redeemer, of whom (as I before 
noticed) he was so eminent a figure. 
He too was tempted, and he also over- 
came, leaving us^ in this, as in every thing 
else, an example that we should Jhllow 
his steps. ''^ 

Nor is the way by which Joseph ob- 
jtained this victory unworthy our es* 
pecial application. Like the Psalmist, Jw 
set the Lord always hejbre himyf and act- 
ing alway as in his immediate presence^ 
it was impossible that he should commit 
any great wickedness. The fear of the 
Lord^ saith the wise man, is the beginning 
of wisdom — ^the beginning of religion. It 
is in the absence of this fear, that men 
fall into evil ; for, were we to clierish an 
habitual remembrance of Good's sacred 
presence, we darenot — shouldnot — could 
not— offend him; if, in the hour of temp- 
tation, we could reflect that we are act- 
ing in the sight of one who is jealous of 

* 1 Peter ii. 21. t Psalm xvi. 8. 
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Iris honor-^-of one, who is constantly. 
ttJdng note of our proceedings— and 
tha*, in^ his recognition, every misdeed is 
ffl^g up the measure of our eternal 
'doom, how would it pandyze the arm of 
guilt, and smite the heart intent upon 
Wickedness! 

""' Airf let no man deceive himself with 
the hope, that a Gk)d of Holiness will, 
fin stny wise, look favorably upon ini- 
qttity, much less upon that crime which 
dfefiles the body which he hath conse- 
df^ted for his especial dwelling place — 
ai$ the temple of the Holy Ghost.* 
'^ Kfkfw ye not, s^th St. Paul, inspired 
"t^h indignation against this crime, 
%kd40fii not thut your bodies are the 
WSmbers of Christ^ ShaU I then take 
"^"^memhe^^Hyf Christ and make thevk 
ifiB^^fkeinbers of an harlot? Crod for- 
fiSfif'^ 'And, in another place, to show at 
dhee tSe' eiiormity tif the crime, and the 

» 1 Cor. vi. 19. t 1 Cor. vi. 15. 
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certainty of its retribution, he saith— 
Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the spirit of God dweUeih 
in you ? If any man defile the temple of 
God, him will God destroy* Nor let 
any man flatter himself, that the tempta- 
tion of his passions wUl be a sufficient 
excuse, in that strict and fiery inquisi- 
tion, which shall one day take place be- 
fore the judgment-seat of Jesus. If we 
are endued with that faith which alone 
will pass current there, and which alone 
can entitle us to the salvation purchased 
by our Judge, we shall not fail in the 
day of trial ; neither the lust of the flesh, 
nor of the eye, will be able to draw us 
away from that which is good, or entice 
us into that which is evil. 

For this is the victory thai overcometh 
the world, even our faith.f It was by 
this glorious and invincible weapon, that 
Joseph foiled the attempt of the aban- 
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doned adulteress. The same weapon hath 
shielded the servants of the Most High, 
in the time of trial and of danger ; and 
it alto served our spiritual and ever- 
lasting Joseph, even our Redeemer, to 
%Diihsta$id the fiery darts of the wicked 
one, when he essayed to tempt him in 
the wilderness. 

The same buckler of defence is offered 
to us all ; ours be the fault if we use it 
not, and most surely ours will be the 
punishment. For Joseph was a man 
of like passions as we are, and yet he 
triumphed; and so was our gracious 
Redeemer, and yet he was toithout sin: 
and €k)d, in the plenitude of his mercy, 
and in compassion to human weakness, 
hath especially promised that our trials 
shall not exceed our strength — Crod is 
faithful^ who will not suffer you to he 
tempted above that you are dble; hut 
will with the temptcUion also make a way 
to escape^ that ye m^y he able to hear 
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it* While, at the same time, we have his 
solemn assurance, that all aberrations 
from purity are sin, and that their 
termmation is m misery and ruin— 
When lust hath conceived^ it - bringeth 
forth sin : and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death.\ — Now to Him 
who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity — The Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, be gloiy and honor, and blessing, 
and thanksgiving, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

* 1 Cor. X. 13. t James i. 15. 
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Acts tii« 9, 10. 

But God was with Joseph^ and delivered him out 
of all his affliction^ and gave him fetvor and wis- 
dom in the sight of Pharoah king of Egypt ; and 
made him governor over ^gypt and all his house. 

Dark and mysterious are the ways of 
Providence; so dark, as to evade the 
search of human eye, and so mysterious, 
as to exercise the faith of the most dis- 
tmguished of the saints. But, amidst all 
the secret operations of Gk)d's govern- 
ment, while his paths are in the great 
deep of unrevealed wisdom,and " his ways 
past Ending out/' this one truth at least 
we know — That all things work together 
^orgood to them who love him^^ and walk 
in his commandments. 

» Rom. viii. 28. 
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If this life were to complete the 
journey of the human soul — if the seal 
of death were never to be broken, and 
the stone from the door of the se- 
pulchre never to be rolled away — then, 
indeed, we might be led to deprecate 
many of the decrees of the Almighty, 
and it might astonish us, that we should 
ever see his holiest servants in trouble and 
adversity. But Revelation hath made us 
wiser, in teaching that the career of mor- 
tality is but a race, in which the prize of 
immortality is to be won — that the life of 
man is but a short state of trial and proba- 
tion, to fit him for the enjoyment of a 
better and more exalted nature ; so that 
affliction itself is thereby converted into » 
blessing, and happy is the man whom God 
correctetk, for we know, and are assured, 

I that whom the L<»-d lovetk he chasteneth, 
and aeourgeth every soul whom he re- 
ceiveth.* Even things in the natxiral 
■;,:.- --iUsn 
• Hebrew :dii'anJ 'e IiiB*l IB 
'1.' ^:n'.n»i !hij> .Rniaq 
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world require to be purified before they 
are perfect in man's esteem. Gk)ld must 
be proved in the fire before it is suitable 
to compose the vessels of the kingly- 
table, and the diamond, with all its 
lustre, must be polished by the rough 
hand of the refiner before it be worthy 
to shine in the regal diadem ; how much 
more, then, does man require to be tried 
hy the fiery ordeal of affliction and 
temptation, before he be an approved 
vessel meet for the master's use, and 
worthy the crown of glory thatfadeth 
not away. 

Thus it is, that sorrows and afflictions 
have been made the test of faith and 
saintly virtue in every age ; to this end 
it was that the righteous Job was af- 
flicted and distressed, and David driven 
fromhis throne andkingdom — ^tothis end 
Mordecai was neglected, and Daniel per- 
secuted— -and to this end also the whole 
noble army of saints and martyrs, with 
St. Paul at the head, accounted all their 
pains, and imprisonments, and deaths. 
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but light qffl,ictions, that were to minister 
to a more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. While, to crown the whole, and 
to ^ve an earnest of its value, our 
blessed Lord himself, in his human 
nature, was perfected tlirough suffering, 
and passed from the ordeal of human 
misery to the unspeakable eminence of 
his God-enthroned glory ! 

Seeing that such has been the un- 
deviating rule of Providence, we need 
not wonder if sometimes the wicked 
seem to prosper, while the righteous 
appear to be forsaken ; and it is no great 
matter of astonishment that the base and 
injurious wife of the Egyptian should 
escape, unblamed and unsuspected, while 
the bright name of Joseph is sullied by 
her treachery, and his person consigned 
to a common prison as a faithless ingrate 
and a disappointed adulterer ! 

But virtue, however it may be tramp- 
led upon, is not so easily crushed, but 
like the aspiring palm grows stronger by 
the pressure ; and misfortune, which 
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tends to cast down and distract the 
wicked, serves only for a shade, on which 
the glory and beauty of holiness may shine 
the brighter. Without murmuring or re- 
pining the devoted youth is put into 
ward; but the same Guardian Saviour, 
who had blessed him in his prosperity, is 
still his strong hold in the day of trouble 
— and visits him in the prison — and 
gives him favor in the sight of the keeper ; 
who, soothed by the secret influence of 
heaven, relaxes his severity towards his 
prisoner. No station in life is too 
humble for the exhibition of virtue — ^no 
fetters can hold in durance the spirit 
that would glorify God — and no dungeon 
is so confined as to preclude the work of 
righteousness, and the labor of love. 
This Joseph knew, and so regulated his 
conduct, that he quickly rose in the 
estimation of the keeper, until, at length, 
having gained his friendship and con- 
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fidence, he is made the overseer of the 
prisoners; which God, willing to con-* 
firm, manifests the operations of his 
Providence in favor oi his servant — 
And the keeper (^ the prison looked not to 
any thing that was under his handy be-- 
cause the Lord wa^ with him, and that 
which he did, the Lord made it to prosper. 
And now an event transpbes, which 
the Almighty, by the secret machinery 
of divine wisdom, makes subservient to 
his designs, once more to raise the son of 
Israel from the obscurity into which he 
had been so shamefully cast. Two of 
Pharoah's officers, the chief of the butlers, 
and the chief of the bakers, having by 
some means offended him, they were 
cast into the same military prison where 
Joseph was bound, and they were com- 
mended to his care by Potiphar himself, 
(who, by this act of returning kindness, 
it would seem, began to suspect the 
truth of the accusation alleged against 
him, but, probably, was restrained from 
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declaring it, either by wounded pride, 
or the fear of bringing opprobrium upon 
the undeserving friend and partner of 
his bosom) : be this as it may, certain it 
is, they were committed to his care; 
and, after they had been a season in 
ward, we learn, that they were both in 
cme night visited with very remarkable- 
dreams, and Joseph came in unto tiiem in 
the m&rningt and looked upon them^ and 
behold they were sad. It was enough ! 
Harshly as he had been treated by the 
world, it had not unstrung his heart to 
the vibrations of distress ; throughout 
his trouble and ill-treatment, there was 
One to pity him, and the same benign 
Being taught him to extend his com- 
passion to every child of sorrow. It 
needed only the look of sadness to 
awaken his benevolent feelings, and the 
fir^t question is indicative of his concei;n 
— Wherefore look ye so sadly today f 
He had their confidence, or at least their 
good opinion, for. they immediately dis- 
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close the cause of their perplexity — We 
ftave dreamed a dream, and there is no 
interpreter of it. Gifted with inspira- 
tion, he first cautions them to remember 
that all prophecy and supernatural inter- 
pretation belong unto God ; and then, at 
once to satisfy their anxiety, and give 
an earnest of the excellent spirit that 
was in him, he hears the relation, and 
gives to each its respective interpret- 
ation, predictive of their fate ; — to the 
butler's, that, within three days, Pharoah 
would restore him to his former oflice 
and privilege ; to the baker's, that, within 
the same time, the king would punish 
him with deatli ; both of which, as the 
historian informs us, were precisely ful- 
filled — On the third day, being Pharoah' s 
birth-day — he restored the chief butler 
into his builership again, and he gave the 
cup into Pharoah's hand ; and he hanged 
the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted 
to them. 

Having made known to the chief 



LECTUKE III. 71 

butler the grateful intelligence, he craves 
his remembrance, when restored to his 
honorable office, and brought near the 
king. Joseph, in all probability, had 
shown him much lenity and kindness 
while in the prison, and, bemg now the 
herald of good fortune, he claims his 
interest and regard in words remarkable 
for their modesty and simplicity — But 
think on me^when it shall be well with 
thee, and Miw kindness, I pray thee, 
unto me, and make mention of me unto 
Pharoah, and bring m£ out of this house. 
For, indeed, I waS stolen away out of the 
land of the Hebrews, and here also I 
have done nothing that they should put 
me into the dungeon. In this entreaty, 
there is something so plaintive and in- 
genuous, that it seems impossible that it 
should fail to deeply interest the heart. 
One would have thought that such a 
request, at such a time, had roused up 
all the benevolent feelings of our nature^ 
and made such an indelible impression 
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upon the mind of the cht^f butler, tififit, 
on his re-instatement in the royal fa^bi^, 
no means would be left untried to eff!^ 
his deliverance. But, ho: restored/ i^ 
his liberty and his oflBce, he bestowi^ ntit 
one kind thought upon the friend of ihis 
captivity and affliction— that frifehd, 
who, doubtless, had frequently sootheid 
his sorrows and comforted his mourning 
— doubtless, I say, for it is ttie exceHeht 
characteristic of virtue, thaWme is ready 
at all times to dispense that consolatipil, 
of which she too often stands in heed^ 
like a kindly mother, who, regardless cS 
her own sickly and toil-worn frame, is 
anxious only to supply the wants, and 
watch the pallid countenance, of her 
child. But prosperity too frequently 
deadens the feelings and corrodes the 
heart ; and thus we find, that the officer 
of Pharoah no sooner is translated from 
the- scene of affliction and bonds, than 
be forgets at once the friendless con- 
dition of Joseph, and all the obligations 
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t|iat W^e due to him. But the Al<- 
Qijighty forgot him not! He had not 
^yen these dreams and their interpre-« 
tfitions in vain, nor were they sent merely 
to foreshow the fate of Phwoah's ser- 
v^ts ; but to minister to his Providence, 
and deliver the oppressed and faithful 
Joseph from prison and from judgment, 
as we shall learn from the sequel of the 
story. 

' To tMflHitent, at the end of two 
years, God sent two significant dreams 
to Pharoah — ^they are too remarkable to 
be omitted — Behold there came out of 
Ae river seven weHfavored Mne and Jut 
fleshed, and Jed in a meadow. And 
behold, seven other kine came up after 
them, iHfavored and lean fleshed, and 
stood hy the other kine upon the brink qf 
the river ; and the iUflivored and lean 
kine did eat up the welLfavored and fat 
kine. So Pharoah awoke. And he slept 
and dreamed a second time, and behold 
seveft ears qf com came up upon one 




stalk, rank and good. And behold seven 
thin ears, and blasted with the east wind, 
sprung up after them. And the seven 
thin ears, devoured the seven rank and 
full ears. And Pharoah awoke. Two 
dreams so analogous — so evidently bear- 
ing upon the same subject, and which 
might seem to involve the interests of 
his kingdom, troubled the spirit of the 
king, and, desirous of obtaining informa- 
tion concerning them, he calls in the 
wise men and magicians, but among 
them all no interpreter could be found. 
We had wondered had it been othCTwise 
— we had wondered to have found men, 
wise in their own conceits, and vain in 
their o^vn imaginations, reading the 
mysterious doings of Jehovah. This 
was reserved for a worshipper of the 
only true God. It was a revelation 
sent from him — it was of a spiritual 
nature, and, like the gospel now, could 
only he sjnritually discerned. 
And now, either smitten with com- 



pttndiciB f^ fais ingtatitude^ or induced 
hy jsoiae «elfi^ motiTe^for the first time) 
1^ butfer remembers the man, whom 
bt^^evw should have foi^otten ; and he 
9l^tesent8 to the king the drcmnstances 
t^eh preceded his release from .{Ndson^ 
and how truly Ins dream had been in«- 
t^*preted by Joseph. Burning with 
anxiety, I%aroah orders the Captive to 
he esU&eA-^they brought him up hastily 
09a o^ th»^ngwn, and, having put off 
the smrow-spe^ng garb of the prison-' 
bouse, he came in unto Pharoah ; and 
Pharoak said unto Joseph, I have dream* 
ed a dream^ and there ie none tiiai can 
interpret it^ and I have heard say ofihee^ 
tikit thou canst understand u dream to 
int&rpret it. No ways elated or puffed 
up by this honc^rable addre^s^ he meekly 
disclaims his title to praise*— it lis not 
tK M& : the Lord shall give I^Hroah an 
answer of peace reaid this r^ljr agrees 
exactly with the direction of the Apostle, 
that we should do aU things to the glory 
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of God. Anxious as he must have been 
for the favor of the king, that he might 
thereby be delivered from his dreary 
confinement, he was still more anxious 
for his JIaker's honor — the Lord shall 
ffive Pharoah an answer of peace ! And 
surely this reads a lesson to those self- 
righteous men, wiio, instead of making 
themselves instruments of God's glory, 
make God the medium of their own 
praise, and who exalt their doings antj 
acquirements into a region of idolatrous 
pride, and forget the power which 
maketh them to differ from another.'* 

After this flattering salutation, Pha- 
roah relates his dreams, and Joseph read 
to him the interpretation — Behold there 
come seven years of great plenty through- 
out all the land of Egypt : and there shai^ 
arise after them seven years of famine; 
and all the plenty shall he forgotten in the 
lap.d of Egypt; and the famine shall con- 
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$^ne ih^land. AnXtfor that the dream was 
Sbubled unto Pharodh tunce, it is because 
the thing is established by God, and Gdd 
ibill shortly bring it to pass. He then 
proceeds to urge the expediency of se- 
ledting a man, discreet and toise, to be 
over the land, and to make provision 
during the time of plenty, for the years 
of necessity that were to follow, that the 
laHS might not perish through the famine. 
The truth of this interpretation was 
evident, and the thing wa>s good in the 
eyes qfPharoah, and in the eyes of all his 
servants. And Pharoah said unto his 
servants, can we find such an one as 
this is, a mun in whcrni the spirit of God 
is f And Pharoah said unto Joseph, for- 
aimuch as God hath shewed thee all this, 
there is none so discreet and wise as thou 
art. Thou shalt be over my house, and 
according to thy word shall aU my people 
be ruled; only in the throne wiU I be 
greater than thou. And Pharoah took 
off his ring from his hand, and put^ it 
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upon JosepHs hand, and arrayed him in 
vestures of fine linen, and put a gold 
chain about his neck, and he made him to 
ride in the second chariot which he had; 
and they cried he/ore him, Bow the knee. 
And Pharoah said unto Joseph, I am 
Pharoah, and without thee shall no man 
lift up his hand or Jhot in all Egypt. 
And, what ! is this the lightly-esteemed 
and grief-worn son of Israel? Is this 
the despised and rejected brother — the 
ignoble bondsman of the captain of the 
guard? Is this the man so lately ea- 
lumniated, and persecuted, and sent to 
prison ? Surely, O Lord, thou art with 
the upright, and makcst the horn of the 
righteous to flourish ! Now may we 
recur to his own prophetic dreams, for 
their accomplishment is at hand ; now, 
at least, we behold the sheaf of Joseph 
standing upright, and the star of Jos^h 
shining out on the zodiac of Israel .' 
But let us wait awhile, and we shall see 
the circuitous plans of Providence re- 
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vealied and iinism; and the Test, of th^ 
fij(i^ves shall stand round about aftd 
make obmanoe, and his father and his 
mother and his brethren shail indeed 
eoffui and.boiv down themselves to him! 
3o it is, that God nev^r speaks but it 19 
Nettie, for all things serve him in the a^ 
eanq>tishment of his wiU, and m the dis* 
f>ensation of his Providence ; and Joseph 
m0fit out oner all the land of Egypt 

Thus exalted and endowed with 

fHineelj power, how will he revenge 

himself on his enemies, and surely the 

ifijuripufi wife of Fotiphar must tremble! 

rJV^e hear of no such exercise of his au* 

>(|ymjty. No: retaliation was beneath his 

iipbl<e nature, for retaliation belongeth 

<fi|ily;,to. the puerile and base. His 

gentle I heart too much resembled that of 

;|^. gracious Redeemer to liourisli anger 

.{Qpv to seek revenge. Much as be de^ 

tinted the crime, he could pity and 

>€f>]|^l^ iJie criminal; and this t^ould 

^ , our, guide in all our differenpes 



LECTURB nr. 

through life. Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, saitk the Lord. 

No sooner is Joseph invested with 
his high authority, than he gives a proof 
of his wisdom and discretion by sur- 
veying the land, and taking the ne- 
cessary steps for fulfilling his important 
trust ; and, as the plenty increased, he 
gathered in eom,and stored the granaries 
of Pharoah with a fifth part of the 
abundance; and the quantity was so 
great, that the historian records, that 
they left off numbering the measures. 

Thus, faithful in his lionorable office, 
he continues to increase in the favor of 
his royal mister, who, not content with 
giving him a name and title expressive 
of his inspiration, provides him a noble 
alliance with the daughter of Poti- 
pherah, a prince or priest of On ; and 
by her were bom to him Manasseh and 
Ephraim, from whom sprang those two 
tribes, which afterwards made a pro- 
minent part of the Jewish history. 



htcrvKm itHk 9t 

WvAnd ^Bow the\^Jwa^8 6f plenty weifcr 
accomplished ; and tiiey were succeeded 
bjr the most grievous dearth the land 
of Hgypi had ever known, and tke 
Jkmine waaed sore; nor was it cdn«-^ 
fiisied to the dominions of Pharoahi bub 
9U the toeighbouring counties shared vbd 
^e visitation, and fainted because of ther 
Sgnine ; the Egyptians only, through^ 
^Hlliheaven^directed policy of Joseph, 
had made provision. Looking to himf 
an tbeir: deliverer, the Egyptians flocked 
to Joseph^ for supplies, and he opened^ 
tke^il^tore'^hoMses, and sold them brekd. 
jfUpd aO countries came into Egt/pt to bu^ 
QfTMy h^etmse the famine was sore in aU\ 
lq,nds4j ; And thus, from being a servant^ 
o%W> feputation, he becomes the desire 
od^tftl)e surrounding nations4i|pnd the in^ 
si;rmnent>of their salvation fiom faming « 

, WVnd here, agam, we behold in him ani 
eminent ,%ure; of 7^ desire of dsffr 
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MtioM,^ mud ike Smumn ^bU^MChtist 
ikef iJml.jf To testify of Jesim^^t^ pw^ 
figure hfe character*-«-.*aiid feref^hew! Iw 
eomihg, wa& the gfeat end of idl Go^t 
dealings whh the fathers in olden tim% 
and all his revelations to the Qhildjr^ of 
his peopIe-F^-all the sacrifices of the l4iWr 
were typical of the Gospel dispensatjqn 
-^-^and all the predictions of the pic^beta^ 
had at reference to its author. Ac^/ffkg 
these events^ distinguished by the pecur 
Uar interference of Divine Providence^ 
none holds a more exalted {4ace.thaik 
the part of Joseph's history we ha^^ 
now revij^ed. Before we sepaiatevk^ 
us look what reference it hath to tib^ 
once humiliated, but now highly exaltedi» 
Jesus; without whom» this, stpry weve 
but a talciof woe, to regale the lainoyv^ 
and amuse the mind-^without wfaom^ 
my preaching were vain, and your at- 
tention vain also. 

♦Hag.il. 7. tLukeii.ll. 



Joseph' 6u£fer6d not justly, but wns 
m$dti the victim oi fatse aoeusgAdoti, £in4 
bttre tUe ponishm^at due to a wiretched 
sinner. And was it not the same witih 
CShrist? For manjf bare Jbiw witm^s 
€tgamst kirn ;^ and itpkased tke I^ord tQ 
inme him, and put him to gri^. When 
he made his spotless ^oul an qffinifigjSjtr 
^mtf and mffered^ as St. Peter saith^ the 
jmitfor^the ti^ust4 

II. In his dungeon, whieh is the 
gtete of liberty, Joseph was doomed 
{promiscuously to mingle with the 
^iokedn^the transgressor dlfthe law, 
and the iicb-T.Fharoah'8 cup-^beara:, and 
Ihe master of his household ! The same 
was propheeied of Christ-^jBTip made his 
groM with the wicked, and A^ rich in his 
deatii ;§ and we all know it was acoom- 
pHshed, for he was crucified between two 

* Mark xiv. 56. t Isaiah liii. 10. 

j; 1 Peter iii 18. §IwdliUa.a 



thieves, and buried in the sepulchre of 
the rich man of Arimathea ! 
, III. Were sufferings and sorrows 
made the road to Joseph's power and 
exaltation in the kingdom of Egypt? 
By the same road the man of sorrows 
was conducted to glory in the everlast- 
ing kingdom of God. JVe see Jesus, 
saith the Apostle, Jbr the sisfferings of 
death, crowned with glory and honor;* 
and again, he saith— ^r the joy that was 
■set before Mm, he endured the cross, de- 
spisijig the shame, and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne o/'God.f And 
even the very style of his exaltation is 
plainly shadowed out in this history. 
For we read, that the king gave Joseph 
a name of honor, and they cried before 
him. Sow the knee, in token of submis- 
sion, and he was made the supreme 
ruler and judge in Egypt. The same 
honors were in a higher sense conferred 




6n mil* blessed Redeemer, its 'the Apto^U 
Paul declares, where, having recounted 
to the^ Philippians im humilkiitioli*^ ind 
sufferings, he adds, whekefore, tg^ 
ai&o hath highly exalted him, afuii^vmv 
^IM A NAME, which h above every imiriS, 
that at the name ((f Jesus, every knee 
SHOULD BOW — and every tongue should 
'^wnfess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to Ike 
glory of the Father.* And our Lord 
hknself, in his Gospel, hath told us, that 
God hath committed aU judgment unto 
1he^Son.\ 

' ' IV. But, in the peculiar office of Jo- 
seph^ the approximation is sfo greater ; 
for, in the midst of the famine and dis^ 
tress^ we see him treasurer of all the 
store of Egypt, and dealing out bread 
for the support, not only o^ the country 
in which he dwelt, but to all the sur- 
rounding nations that craved his assist- 
ance. In this, the office of the Son of 

* Phil. ii. 10, 11. t John V. 22. 
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God, is strikingly prefigured; I speak 
not of Jesus, with respect to the miracles, 
by which he literally fed the fainting 
thousands in the wilderness, but as the 
Dispenser of the Bread of life — the food 
and nourishment of the immortal soul. 
And was not the famine sore when he 
appeared ? " Not, indeed, a famine of 
material bread, but a spiritual famine of 
the word of God," such as the prophet 
Amos foretold nearly eight hundred 
years before — Bekoid the days com^, 
mith the Lord God, that I will send a 
Jamine in the land, not afamine qfhread, 
nor a thirst of water, hut of hearing the 
words of the Lord.* Long since we have 
seen the accompliahment of this predic- 
tion ; with Malachi, the rod of ancient 
prophecy was sealed, and for four hun- 
dred years, the word of God was altoge- 
ther sUent. Even the store, which was 
laid up in the Law and the Prophets, was 



' Amos viii. 2. Vide I 
" The Prodigal Son." 
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aioi QfHrrupt^ bjr &e kawnaf the Scribed 
emA Phtmue^^ aa to be unequal to the 
Qeceasify o£ their own nation, for theif 
mad^ihe.em$maiid»emU^ Godt^mme 
^0€et Aimtf^ Ikshr traiMm$* Then it 
was» while the land fainted by reason of 
the famine, that. Jesus Christ, our true 
and spiritual Joseph, stood up and im- 
locked the everlasting treasury of divine 
wisdom ; nor did he confine his bounty 
to hia own nation. No sooner is he bom, 
ihwi the wise men c^ the eastern ooun- 
teiet come to procure his blessing, and 
Imng, as a tributary offering, their 
bfeosmree ofgM, a»d franhmeence^ and 
myiwh.^ The same inexhaustible store 
instill o|>en to alt who hunger and thirst 
^i^ter righteoueneesj and the same boun-* 
tiful €rod is here^ to give to every one 
that needeth, without numey and without 
price. Continually he ealls to us, my 
brethren, the people of this famished 

* Mark vii- li t Math, ii. 11. 
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world, to come unto him, that we may 
eat and be filled, and that our souls may 
live for ever. Faith and obedience are 
all he requires in return. Now, had the 
starving people refused to go to Joseph 
for bread, they had perished with 
hunger. If we refuse to go to Christ, 
our souls must share the same fate ; for 
he hath declared himself to be the UviTig 
bread which came down from heaven, 
which, except a man eat, he hath no life 
in him* When the store-houses of Egypt 
were opened to oppose the famine, he 
had been accounted a fool and a mad- 
man to have been kept back by sloth, or 
any of the ordinary cares or pleasures 
of life ; and are we not Jbois, and slow of 
heart, to neglect, as we are all too apt, , 
that spiritual food, of which a man may,, 
eat and live for ever ? 

When the famished Egyptians cried 
to Pharoah for bread, he bade them 



* John vi. 48, and aequeiites 
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Gd tJNTO JdSEPH, WHAT HE SAITH TO 

y6u, d6. In like manner, God having 
made Jesus Christ head over all things, 
hath referred us to him, and to his 
doctrine, and he requires us to embrace 
his Gospel, and obey it— W'hat he saith 
to yoUf dOf and do it we must, or die ! 

But God hath revealed himself to us 
as a lover of souls, willing that none 
should perish, but that all should come to 
everlasting life. Continually he calls 
to us, but we will not hear his voice — 
continually he invites us to be partakers 
of his bounteous mercy, but we rather 
listen to the invitations of the world, 
and the most trifling cares serve us as 
an excuse. No chord of the human 
heart hath he left unstrung ; he invites, 
that he may lead us, and if he threaten, 
it is only that he may persuade us to 
repentance — that we may taste and see 
that he is gracious ; and that, having eaten 
of thebread of life upon earth, by walking 
in his precepts, and obeying his laws, we 
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may have a right to the tree of ever-, 
lasting life, by h&x^ i^ade partolceiif^ of 
those excellent ihh^Sii which eye kath not 
seen^ nor ear hemrd^ nor the hmtt qfman 
conoeiwdn* O brethren, brethren, if you 
have any interest in the spotil's salvation, 
you will not slight the appointed means. 
If you have any generosity-^if you 
have any gratitude, you will not harden 
your hearts to these powerful motives, 
nor shut your ears to his paternal voice, 
which still, in the full diapason of divine 
love, sounds forth the blessed assurance 
—He that Cometh to me shaU never hunger^ 
and he Ikat helieveth w me shall never 
ihintff 

Lordf ever more give m this bread, as 
we ascribe to Thee, in unity with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, all honor, 
power, and salvation^ for ever. Amen. 

♦lCor.ii.9. t Jolmvi.35. 
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Acts vii. 11> 12. 



Now there came a dearth over all the land of Egyft 
and Canaan^ and great affliction : and our fathers 
found no sustenance. But when Jacob heard 
that there was com in Egypt, he sent out our 
fathers first. 

Vain is it for man to contend with 
Gk)d ! As well may we strive to stay 
the uplifting tides, and arrest the orbs 
of Heaven in their bright career, as to dis- 
annul the determinations of his gracious 
will. No matter, what cunning we may 
employ — ^no matter, to what stratagems 
we may have recourse — ^however secret 
in council, and resolute in action, all is 
blank, and impotent to alter or impede 
the predestinated designs of Heaven. 
(It is hard to kick against the pricks) ; 
when man dares to;^ lift his puny arm 
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in proud rebellion against the King* of 
Heaven, he smites with the fist qfwiehed^ 
ness^ and it returns up6n his own head, 
for God mdketh the wrath of man to 
praise him, and he is prompt to restrain 
it within permitted bounds. Wicked- 
ness can succeed no farther than he 
atllows, and While it insures its perpe- 
trator the certain retribution, it is often- 
times made the means c^ crowning 
virtue with ultimate reward. 'This is a 
high doctrine, which the human undel'r 
standing cannot span, nor the mt)rted 
eye discern, but the Goi^l hath dearly 
revealed, and the history of JtM»eph hath 
fully exemplified it. For his b5rethr«i 
sold him into Egypt, that they might 
defeat and falsify those dreams which 
they certainly understood to be pro- 
phetic of this exaltation, and tberebjf 
they became instrumental to their ac^ 
complishment. Yet, let it not be thought 
(no, not for a moment) that th^e w^ 
any irresistible impulse upon the br^^. 
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thren ; nor that they were the less 
guilty, because the over-ruling Provi.- 
dence of God made their evil designs 
subservient to a good end— Got? cannot 
he tempted hy evil, neither temptetk he 
any wan. The envy and tlie jealousy 
which they had conceived against their 
inoffensive brother, instigated them to 
the commission of their unnatural crim& 
No fatal inspiration was upon them (it 
were blasphemy to assert it) — the deed 
was voluntary, and it was all their own. 
However God, in the exercise of his 
merciful prerogative, may bring light 
out of darknessj and good out of evil, it 
in no wise alters the color or lessens the 
atrodty of guilt ; for he measures the 
intents of the heart. With Iiim, to will, 
is to do — to attempt, is the same as to 
accomplish ; and, in the final recognition, 
the reward wiU be accordingly. 

In our former Lectures, we hav« 
traced the beloved son of Israel through 
many vicissitudes of temptation and triaU 
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of exile, bondage,and imprisonment; and 
we have seen him rising, phoenix-like, 
from the ruins of bodily persecution and 
a calumniated name, to honor and emi- 
nence, and princely power. And now, 
the same over-ruling Providence, which 
had supported him in all his sorrows 
and privations for nearly twenty years, 
determines that he shall again see his 
imworthy, although still beloved, bre- 
thren. 

Urged by strong necessity, the in- 
habitants of the neighbouring nations 
crowd into Egypt to purchase bread,,^?>r 
the Jamine was sore in all lands. Not 
even Canaan, with all her rich and fer- 
tile vales, escaped the universal scourge ; 
and the distress came upon the house of 
Israel. The report, however, of Egypt's 
store-houses soon spread abroad, and it 
was not long before it reached the ears 
of Jacob ; for, when we really feel our 
wants, we are not long in discovering a 
remedy. It is the misfortune of too 
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rftf/jf^ tp,}fe blind and unawakened to 
Ijtfo^ix spiritual necessities — to neglect 
the hrsad ofUfe, and therefore perish in 
Jthe i^idst of plenty. No sooner does 
the Patriarch hear that there is com in 
^gypt, than he despatches his ten sons 
,to buy from thence — but Beiyamin he 
ffent not, for he said, peradventure mis^ 
.^hiefh^al him. Bereft as he was of his 
darling Joseph, it seems the good old 
i^re had again placed the main of his af- 
J^ections on his youngest son. Benjamin, 
.^iPT, was the only remaining child of his 
|}^t-beloved Rachel, and, remembering 
thie supposed fate of Joseph, it was 
natural that he should refuse to trust 
hitn on so long (and it might be perilous) 
a journey.* 

Thus commissioned, the sons qf Is- 
rael came to buy com in Egypt: and 
they came to Joseph, and bowed themr- 
sehes before him unth their faces to the 

* One hundred miles, or thereabouts. 

F 
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earth. And now the prophetic dreams 
begin to be realized. This action is too 
palpable to require any other interpreta- 
tion ; the bowing of their sheaves to his 
sheaf could import nothing else, but 
that the time should come, when his 
brethren should do him reverence— as 
such they understood it — as such they 
unwittingly fulfilled it. They had sold 
their lMt)ther to thwart the decree of 
Heaven, and their wicked devices were 
the means of its consummati(m. A cir- 
cumstance that, while it exhibits the 
vain presumption of the wicked, serves 
as a warning against endeavouring to 
avoid any thing by unlawful measures, 
a,lthough contrary to our pleasure or our 
wishes ; for, however fairly such mea- 
sures may promise in prospective, they 
seldom fail to increase and multiply our 
vexation. Thus it was with the sons of 
Jacob. 

The prospect of a brother's exalted 
fortune had kindled the spark of glad- 
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ness ioi generouis boscmis ; and, surely^ it 
had been no disgrace or humiliation ttf 
ha^e paid respect to superior talent an4 
superior worth. But Pride is a factious 
rebel in the human heart, and is ^^ the 
head and front of all offending^" and 
seeing that it was not made fw mam^ 
either to constitute his welfare or his 
happiness, God generally provides its 
mortification, as in the case before us, by 
hinging dofwn the mighty from their 
sfmtSy and exaUmg the humhle a^d the 
meek ; for, as there is nothing so galling 
to Envy as being forced to acknowledge 
ks mferiority, and nothmg so consuming 
to Hatred as the scathing of its own 
fures, so, there is nothing so humiliating 
to the heart of Pride as constrained sub- 
mission. And by this it was that God 
hmfnUed the hearts of Joseph's brethren, 
and they bowed themselves before him 
with their Jiices to the earth, in token of 
reverence ; at the thought of wlji ch 
thek pride had first taken alarm, and 

F 2 
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huiried them into various and mtilti- 
]^ed crimes. ' '^ ""' 

: And Joseph knew his brethren, btit 
they knew not Mmy and he rememherled 
his dreams that he dreamed of them: 
But unwilling to declare himself, until 
he had learned their disposition, he nbt 
only speaks roughly to them^ but even 
accuses them of a nefarious design-^- J^e 
are spies ; to see the nakedness of the land 
ye are come. Now, at this time, in 
Egypt, no crime was considered monfef 
heinous, and, consequently, such a charge? 
seemed most likely to endanger theSi* 
liberty and lives, for only a few ye^ 
had elapsed, since the Egyptians had 
shaken off a yoke of bondage, arid ei^ 
pelled her tyrants into the land of Cas- 
haan; the remembrance of which ihiist 
still have been fresh in their mihdis, arid 
might cause them still to look to that 
country with a watchful and suspicious 
€»y e, 'lit yain the accused brethren \jtrge 
^heir neeedisity, and tell theii* origin — We 
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are aU one man's sons : we are true men^ 
thy servants are no spies. Not heeding 
their ^severati(m, again he charges tkem 
with a design of war — Nay^ hut to see the 
nakedness of the land ye are come — ^to 
4i^icover the most defenceless parts, on 
which to make an effectual attack. 

, Leannng from them, that his brother 

Benjamin was at home with their father, 

a^d anxious to see him, from whom he 

was torn away in the time of their 

];putual innocency, and who, as the child 

of the same mother, woo cndcarod- to 

him above all the rest, Joseph makes his 

pretended suspicions a plea for having 

him brought down to Egypt — Hereby 

ye shall he proved : hy the life of Pharoah 

ye shaU not go forth hence^ except yowr 

youngest brother come hither. And he 

put them altogether into ward three days. 

But, remeipbering that their detention 

might occasion some anxiety to their 

father, and distress to their families, he 

calls for them on the third day, and 
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having assured them they had nothing 
to fear from harsh and unjust proceed- 
ings, gives them, as a pledge, a declara- 
tion of dependance upon Jehovah— ;/6r 
/ feitr God — a declaration whidi they 
considered their best security. He then 
agrees to accept one of them as a surety 
for the appearance of their brother Ben- 
jamin, and bids them to carry cam Jhr 
the famine of their houses. 

There may seem something ungenial 
to the heart of Joseph in these proceedr 
ing» with his brethren, and foreign tO 
his kindly nature. No doubt it was ; 
but to bind up in ointment, a confirmed 
and inveterate wound, is but a cheat ixT 
transient relief. The physician that 
would save his patient, however painful 
to himself, must oft-times plunge the 
cold steel into the quivering flesh, and 
cut away the gangrene. Was it not 
foreign, think ye, to the heart of Nathan 
to reproach his honored king ? But there 
was an occasion, and a few words brought 
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Ipsa on his knees, in the bitteme^ oi^ 
repentance, and with the acknowledg- 
ment of guilt — I have sinned /* Wa$ it 
not foreign, thii)k ye, to the heart of 
the affectionate Paul, to make the Gok 
rinthians sorry with his letter? But 
there was an occasion, and we find it 
wrotight in them repentance unto salr 
vatian not to he repented qf.^ Just such 
an occasion was there for the harshness 
erf Joseph towards his brethren; they 
hud not only offended by selling him 
for.ar slave, but they bad abused their 
father with hypocrisy and falsehood, and 
Idl in open defiance to the indicated will 
<rf God ; ■' for the whole of which compli- 
cated wickedness they might have been 
but little concerned, and perhaps nothing 
ktipressed with the blackness of their 
guilty ifol* we hear of no repugnance^ no 
OQiitrition, no repentance. The injured 
ji/, : • ■■ - 

•'^ 2 Sainti^l xii^ t 2 Cor. Tii. 1 . aied 8equente& 
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.\ifffttber, therefore, sei^s.tljp gresj^t jEf^ 
Vii^yr^ble opportunity for eqnyi^mg tl^m 
\iy: their, own consciences. , ^pw weU,}ie 
^cceeded we may judge from thp l|tf|- 
guage it called forth — And they mid4mf 
to 0notherf We are verily guiUy^ concef^ 
ing our brother, in that we saw the oit- 
gHish fjf his soul, when he besought us, 
fjmd we would not hear; therefore, is 
this distress come upon us. There is. a 
power in conscience, when once she hath 
been wounded by premeditated sip, 
which no subtlety can elude, or strength 
of mind subdue. It is true» she is not 
iaways prompt m her misgivings^ ^d 
her stiM small voice is often drowned in 
noise, and revel, and debauch. But 
there are times, when we may as vainly 
endeavour to shun the searching eye of 
Heaven, as to fly from the convictions 
which she supplieth. Tiwnty years had 
now elapsed since they committed the 
atrocious deed. Conscience all this while 
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liirf^'Sfe^ti in sflenee, curtaihied ift)«ft^ 
^Itti ^i^tesness and ease ; but ticf^itidti^ 
did^ *tlie^ impending danger ^ve the 
sll&rni^ than she started from her sliriber- 
bi^,^and turned her evidc«ce agaiil^ 
^eftt^^ W& are verily guilty nonteraifi^ 
Mr brother ! 

-^*l^us they communed in his presenei, 
tiot Sware that Joseph understood tbeii^. 
^6 sooner did he discover the anxiety 
and contrition of his brethren, than the 
ftffl tide of violated affection rushed into 
ftiftbosom, and dissolved him into a flood 
itf tears^— it was affection, which the long 

r 

kBiience of twenty years could notiessen, 
^d'#hich i^uld not be eradicated by all 
thl^ unkindtiess and severity he had ex- 
^fefifehced. It is true, he had spoken 
hai^hfy to ^them, accused, and imprisoned 
thiffli, and, if it were resentment, it were 
Btft jttst-i— it witt-^, surely, but a small re^ 
tribiitibrt for all the shame and sorrow to 
which their treachery had exposed him ; 

F 5 
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btit his subsequent conduct proves he 
had a much higher motive— tbeii? ite- 
Jientance and spiritual improvetnetot ; 
for, when he saw them sorry, and he^A 
their self-accusation, his nature was no 
longer able to contend with the restraint, 
all the springs of fraternal tenderness 
were opened, and he turned away and 
wept. 

Stich is the representation of the God 
of Hearen— he threatens us while we 
slumber in our sins, making hare Ms 
holy arm^ and revealing himself to us as 
a jealous arid avenging God; *and he 
sendeth us afHiction that he may awaken 
and persuade us. But no sooner doth 
the deep-breathing language of con- 
fession enter his ears, and the tear of 
penitence give an earnest of its sincerity, 
than he changes his aspect towards us, 
and, from the cloud of his displeasure, 
comes forth (like his emblem in the 
firmament) clad in the bright habili* 
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Hiente of pat«*nal goodness — The Father 
K^ mercies, and Grod qfaU comfort !* , 

' But overcome as Joseph was by 
fraternal tenderness, he could not but 
remember how resolutely wicked his 
l»ethren had once been, when no en- 
treaty' — no pity-moving anguish, could 
soften them into mercy i and he still 
seems to fear, that their grief might be 
nothing more than the sorrow of the 
world, excited by the impending danger. 
Therefore, having bound Simeon as a 
pledge, he secretly directs that the price 
ctf the com be returned into their sacks, 
that he might prove their integrity, and 
Hft^ laded their asses with the com, and 
departed. 

On their way, it appears, they had 
stopped at an inn, to rest and refresh 
themselves, and one of them opening 
his sack to give his ass provender, 
espied his money ; and when he told the 

♦ 2 Cor. i. 3. ^de Nahum i. 1—7. 
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circi^n^stance to his bj-etljreA, ji^t is; 9^i^j 
that their hetfrt failed then^ ^ Cpwar^iofi t 
iA^ general concomitant QfguiU, ^, 
hence the proverbial say^g, »t?;ite9^bii|f^ 
no less true — " a guilty conscience p^^d;^ 
no accuser.'* " 1 1 is . a blushing shame^i 
faced spirit that mutinies in the boson^ 
of man," makes him start at evei^y,, 
sound, and tremble at every shadow,; u 
while virtue is a stranger to fear, ^n^.- 
shines with conspicuous - nobleness ii>^, 
time of difficulty and danger, and sqi 
the contrast is aptly drawn by the spirit^i 
of the wise — The wicked Jlej^thwhm,, 
no man pursueth^ but the righteous ate. ^ 
hold as a lion.^ Had there bee^ no crinif^^ 
wherewith to accuse them$elve&k-4i|Ml 
there been no punishment which they 
might injustice expect, they had taken 
refuge in the strong hold of their in*- 
nocence, and considered themselves safe 
— ^but, unfortunately, it was not so with 

• * Proverbs xxviii. 1. 
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tk0bi ; anfd T&is circumstance, added to 
thte?W8Jtbf their difficulties, they looked 
upon ais a palpable interposition of I^ro* 
vMehce, and we hear them saying one 
to ^ttiother- — What is this that God hath 
dofM)e ft) ust It would, indeed, be well 
for nt all, my brethren, did we uni- 
versally adopt the same method in this 
particular, and, when visited with the 
rod of loffliction, instead of referring to 
second Causes, to apply this very question 
to ourselves— ^^^ is this that God hath 
dcm^ unto us ? It might induce us, upon 
such occasions, to examine ourselves — ^to 
note our offences — and, by God's grace, 
lead ^18 to repent, and to amend them. 
Harassed and perplexed with these 

• 

accumulated difficulties, they hapten 
onward, ' expecting (we may naturally 
suppose) to be apprehended for the 
money, which they had found deposited 
in the sack. On arriving in Canaan, they 
relate ,to Jacob all that had befallen 
them; how that the lord of Egypt 
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spake roughly, and accused, and im- 
prisoned them, and that, finally y to prove 
the truth of their errand, he had de* 
tained Simeon, as a pledge for the ap- 
pearance of their brother Benjamin; 
when, to crown tlie whole of tber 
misfortunes, as they emptied the sadks^ 
behold^ eDery mavis bundle of money wm 
in Ms sack : and both they and their 
father were afraid; they were afraid, at 
the instigation of an evil conscience'^ 
he^ lest harm should befall his son, who 
was still a prisoner in Egypt, and les* 
the honor of his house should be in- 
volved. 

The life of Jacob had been marked 
with many trials and hardships-^nobly 
had he sustained them all ; but age, at 
this time, must have relaxed his fortitude, 
and folded up the high bom en^gies of 
his mind. HI had he borne the loss of 
Joseph— the wound, though partially 
healed, was still tender — ^the pain was 
soothed, but not eradicated ; and now. 
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the crowd of evil that gathered around 
him, called up the remembrance of the 
past-^^e bled and ached afresh ; and, in 
the bitter plaint erf overwhelming sorrow, 
he accuses the brethren, as being the 
authors of his misery — Me have ye 
bereaved of my children. Joseph isnot^ 
and Simeon is not; and ye will take 
Senjamin away. All these things are 
against me. Little as he was aware of it, 
this declaration was affirmation of the 
truth; they, indeed, were the sole authors 
crfthe affliction which seemed to threaten 
the overthrow of his .honor and his 
happmess. And Solomon said well — A 
Jbclish son is the calamity of his father. 

And here, again, the generosity of 
Reuben becomes so conspicuous, that 
we are half inclined to withdraw our 
censure on his former silence. Sym- 
pathizing in the extreme grief of his 
father, and anxious at once to solace the 
good old man, and induce him to con- 
sent to a measure so necessary to their 
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prfeservation a^ their returii tb Jl^^^^ 
he offers his own children as a b^A^ fBr 
Benjamin's safety — Slay my two ^(ynsl4^ 
I iring him not to thee : deUter hiin'inW 
my hand, and I will bring him to thUii 
again. But importunity is in vain. JK^ 
son shall not go down mth you, exclaimed' 
the impatient sire,^^ his brother is deadi 
and he is left alone, if mischief befall him 
by the way, then shall ye bring down mi^ 
grey hairs with sorrow to the grave. ''^^' 
Thus perplexed, and thus resolved,^ WS* 
leave him for a season, and pause' ovQf 
this division of the history , making bnlj^v, 
a brief application of the two material' 
lessons, which we dierive from that i^jfi^ 
tion of it, just passing in review*'. ' ' ' • *" 

I. Prom the, conduct of Joseph. / ' ' ' 

II. From the conduct of his brethr^hl* 

I. We learn, from the conduct' 6f 
Joseph, in what manner -^e should 
behave ourselves to those who have of- 
fended, and great, indeed, is the contrast 
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it px^sfnt^ to tbe general behaviour of 
t|j€i ly^prlfl. Some there are who make 
light of ournatures' failings, and make 
s^^ tl^e subject of unhallowed mirth. 
Biit; Solomon hath informed us what 
manner of men these are — Fools^ saith 
he^ iBoke a mock of sin,* and fools they 
syrely must be, for they know not 
t^e living God, who is the fountain of 
9II MTJusdom, and neither do they under- 
stand his Word, which is alone able to 
make, them wise unto salvation.^ When 
* God with rebukes doth chasten man, it is 
^or sin;X it was sin which brought 
ijpsery and death into the world — ^filled 
tlus life with labor, and trouble, and 
sorrow, and placed us on the brink of 
everlasting woe; and, surely, there is 
nothing in these things to make us 
meiry. It was sin that offended the 
great and dreadful Gk)d of Heaven, and 
crucified the Lord of Life, and still grieves 

♦ Pro. xiv. 3. 1 2 Timothy iii. 15. 

X Psalm xxxix. 11. 
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the Holy Spirit; and will any rationat 
man think these fit subjects to be jiest^ 
upon? Joseph thought not so when^he 
did violence to his kindly heart, that he 
might prove and restore the offendera ; 
and St. Paul thought not so, when he 
bade tiiem thai were ^iritual^ in iho^ 
sj»rit qfmeeknesSf to restore the brother^ 
overtaken m a fault ;^ and our oaau 
passionate Redeemer thought not so, 
when he wept over the devoted city of 
Jerusalem ; and we shall not think ^sot, 
when we. stand upon the extreme verge 
of death and judgment If, indeed, wie 
care not to secHre to ourselves a happy 
life, and a peaceful death, and a favorable 
reception with our righteous Judge— *if 
we care not to meet the last enemy of 
man with terror, and remorse, and cowaiHl 
shrinking — ^if we care not to be shut out 
Irom^'tfae presence of God, and to dwell, 
with everlasting burnings — ^why, then, 

* Gal. vi. 1. 
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^ mgiiifies not how familiar we are with 
iin, and the faults and backslidings of 
tbiose around us may be fit subjects for 
^ttr «feom or merriment ! A few more 
i^ies of obscene raillery — a few more 
bursts of senseless laughter — and then 
the bitter tears of too late penitence, 
and the bitter pains of eternal death! 
It is the province of virtue, to sorrow 
in virtue's cause, and he is but a nominal 
Christian who can receive the least 
gratification from the failings and mis- 
dpings of a neighbour. There was a 
time, indeed, when udbt misfortunes 
y^re subjects of unfeigied concern to 
every community of Christians. We 
ire not astonished to find men making 
k mock at the sin of others, who. are 
desperately wicked themselves; but 
that Christians, possessing the form of 
^odUness, should make the errors of 
others a subject of vain glory and spi- 
ritual pride, is an inconsistency, not to be 
thought of without wonder. Brethren, 
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s^ch glorying is jiot good! Even. Jlw 
profligate, at least, demand our pity>^ fipr 
who that feels the value of the human 
soul, and knows how much it is esteenx^ 
by his Redeeming Lord, can avoid sbm^ 
emotions of sorrow and commiseration, 
at seeing it hasting to perdition ? And 
who, that taketh note of his own nunjr 
berless failings, and looks forward wij^i 
hope for his own salvation, will not fepl 
some desire to restore the ofiendgy? 
These are feelings which God. loveth 
and approveth, and to encourage ih^fXki 

he hath declarip^ ^7 his Apostk, tli^H 
he who connefteth a sinner from,, tife 
error of his ways shM save a soul Jrof^ 
deaths and it shall hide a multitude qf 
sinsJ^ But when there are any signs of 
penitence, it is wicked — ^it is unfeeling, 
to visit the offender with obloquy and 
reproach ; it is a subject which awakens 
the glory and rejoicing of angels in 

* James v. 20 
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Heavbri^ and, if ever we would join the 
Celestial band, we must endeavour to 
imbibe a portion of their benevolence^ 
always considering ourselves^ lest we also 
he^ tempted. Such was the conduct of 
tile righteous Joseph, when he wept 
over the shame and penitence of his 
brethren ; such was the invariable prac- 
tice of our blessed Redeemer through 
fife ;— whether we look to those who 
personally offended him, or those who 
ii^ sitined against his divine command!^ 
— WbiBther we refer to his look upon 
I%ier, or his' dismission of the penitent 
aa^ltetess, we shall find,^*that he never 
tli^akt the bruised reed, nor quenched the 
^iiko^jig jlax. And if we w6uld have 
him to plead in our behalf — if we 
trbiild hisive him to cover our ten- 
ttitftisancl faults with the robe of his 
r^^ibbusness, we must be more inclined 
to extenuate a brother's faults, and more 
earnest to draw the veil of pity over a 
brother's shame — For he shall have 
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jmdgmeni toUhout mercy ^ who hath$he^0ed 
no mearcf^ and witb what meatmtre y€\metih 
it shall he meamired to y<m again. » > 

II, We learn, in the second pl8ee,/% 
the conduct of the brethren, how great 
the power, and how alarming is the ddH 
of conscience ! 

JSe sure your sin tvUl find you out: 
sooner or later — ^in this wor|d, or idoi the 
world to come, it wiU rise up in fearful 
retrospect to accuse and to condema 
you. When the brethren of Joseph < sold 
him to be an Egyptian bond-slave^ ccm- 
science was bribed with a few pieces 4ft 
silver, and, for awhile, prosperity lulled 
her to sleep, and they little tiiought that, 
one day, she was to play the accuser, 
and to sit in fiudgment also; and that» 
too, when least prepared to meet her 
cliarge, or appeal from her verdict. But 
so it was, and so it will be, with every 
sinner, when sickness or affliction takes 
the veil from off the heart, and shows 
the blackness and deformity of guilt. 
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^^ White we have nothing to thwart otiv 
eartMj wishes, and nothing to hinder 
our sensual delights, while rosy health 
s&id smiling joy are the, eompanions' of 
the morning-tide of life, carelessly we 
may pursue our way, saying with Agag 
-^^urdy the bitterness of death u past; 
and prosperity clasps the heart in steel 
ta Wtunt and turn aside the arrows of 
(tonviction. But no sooner does sickness 
seize upon the frame, and threaten the 
bfeaking up of life, than forth cometh 
conscienGe, like an armed giant, and 
f^resentsthe dreary catalogue of our sins, 
iup^iscribed in characters tlmt cannot be 
jtAgbakeor-^The wages of sin is death ! 
Ala^ ! too often her kind monitions are 
in jrain— her caution is slighted, and her 
thi^eats despised. Ten times may the 
sinner be warned and startled, and ten 
times, like the miserable kipg that knew 
not Joseph,* may his heart become har- 

* Ex4)diui i. 
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dened, and rebel against God. So it was 
that Herod feared, and Felix trembled, 
and the Pharisees were convicted ; but, 
lest conscience should do her perfect 
work, there was one at hand to bribe 
her to silence — with pride for Herod, 
and sensuality for FeUx, and malice for 
the Pharisees. And so it Is still with 
egregious and hardened sinners — ha- 
rassed perpetually with the whips and 
stings of conscience (for there is no peace 
for the wicked) they fly for succour to 
the bewitching cup of pleasure, and so 
they drug and dissipate her influence, 
till death puts forth his hand to change 
the scene. Then conscience, too, shall 
change her office, and from being the 
watchful guardian of the soul, shall 
become the messenger of doom and woe 
— tiie ruthless instrument of sorrow and 
remorse — the worm that never dieth ! 

Let us, then, brethren, learn betimes 
the value of this inestimable friend, 
while she yet speaketh. Let \xs listen 
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jpcy her voioe^ with the same implicit con- 

^ifi^b^B^) B» ta the still small voice wfaidi 

j^Ujah beard, when he wrapped his face 

:¥JUi his mantle : and what we hear, let us 

>tie careful to mark and to ohey ! 

ii The brethren of Joseph, no doubt, 

i00iisidered him unkind, and they might 

^ llftve looked upon him as an enemy ; 

.JteLt he probed the wound only that he 

: might effectually cure it, and the result 

piioyed him their best and dearest friend. 

^And let this be an admonitioq to you, 

my brethren, against taking offence at 

your minister, when, in obedience to the 

dictates of his office, he challenges your 

offences, and tells you the truth, however 

contrary to nature's pride and nature'^ 

inclinations ; in the end, be assured you 

will find him indeed your friend. Though 

a foe to every pin, he is a friend to every. 

sinner ! 

The good and gracious God send 
forth his Holy Spirit into the midst of 
us, that no word of his unworthy ser- 

G 
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vant be ineffectual to awaken the sinner's 
conscience ; for, if he fail, the hour is 
quickly commg when the voice of the 
archangel and the trump of God shall 
startle her from the deep sleep of death, 
to give her witness against the shivering 
soul! 

From- which Jesus defend us all ; and 
be it ours now, and eternally, to ascribe 
to Thee, O Holy Kedeemer, with the 
Father, and the Holy Ghost, honor, 
and glory, and blessingr and salvation \ 
Amern^ axd Amen 



LECTURE V. 



G 2 



LECTURE V. 



Gen. xlii. 2. 

And Jacob said^ behold^ I have heard that there is 
corn in Egypt : get you down thither^ and buy 
for UE irom thence; that we may live and not 
die. 

Man is horn to trouble as the sparks fly 
upward ! No forethought, no prudence, 
can sufficiently arm us against the host 
of afflictions which wage perpetual 
warfare with our fallen nature. They 
entered into the world when man broke 
down the barrier of a sinless obedience, 
and, ever since, there is no state or con- 
dition that hath not been exposed to 
their assaults. In vain we retire from 
the world, the enemy is in ambush, and 
lurks amid the haunts of solitude — in 
vain we fence our tents with care, and 
build our battlements with prosperity. 
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still trouble leapeth over the wall. Placed 
as we are in the world, as on a theatre 
of trial, the scene is perpetually changing, 
and few there are in which afflictions 
bear not their allotted part. And yet it 
is most true, that although no human 
means are sufficient in themselves to 
defend us from trouble, and although 
neither discretion nor virtue can place 
us beyond the reach of calamity, still 
most of the troubles and calamities of 
life spring from human imprudence and 
human wickedness. There seems to be 
an eternal chain, in which all the events 
of existence are invisibly and mysteri- 
ously linked together. And thus it is 
that we observe well-governed youth 
ripen into virtuous manhood, gradually 
decline into honorable old age, and ter- 
minate in a peaceful dismission from 
the world ; while, on the other hand, it 
frequently happens that we may trace 
our afflictions to the fountain head, 
which is sin. I say frequently, for 



there ate afflictions sometimes sent to 
the virtuous and good, not that they, or 
their parents, had sinned, hut that the 
works of God might be made manifest.* 
Of this, however, we are certain, had 
man never sinned, the hand of his Maker 
had never weighed heavily upon him— 
For the wages of sin is death^^ and the 
tAng of death — ^all its pains and all its 
sorrows — is sin^X And even the af^ 
ffiction, which now pressed upon the 
hoary head of Jacob, might (without 
straining the righteous judgments of 
Heaven) be ascribed to his own folly. 
Fw who remembers not how he once 
coUeagued with Rebecca to deceive his 
father, and thereby fraudulently ob- 
tained the Wessing, which was the birth- 
right of Esau, his elder brother? And 
now we find that, in return, he is abused 
by the falsehood of his owti sons, and, 
through their treachery, he is plunged 

♦ Johm ix, 3. t Rom. vi. 23. J 1 Cor. xt. 5^ 
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into the extremity of distress, in which 
we left him with our last Lecture. 

It was, indeed, a pitiable condition ! 
It seemed that God had smitten the 
four corners of his dwelling, and shivered 
all his household gods upon his hearth. 
Visited by a grievous famine — de- 
pendant upon a strange country for 
support — Simeon, a suspected prisoner 
in Egypt, as a pledge for the appearance 
of Benjamin, his youngeiSt, his best-be- 
loved child — ^and, to crown the whole, an 
imputation of treachery and fraud upon 
his house. But, dismal and threatening 
as the prospect was, the impatient sire 
resolutely refused to allow Benjamin to 
go down, to redeem the promise made 
to Joseph. Awhile he continued sted- 
fast to his purpose ; but, what will not 
necessity ? And of all necessity hunger 
is the most distressing and the most 
urgent. Long time he struggled with 
his feelings, long time he shrunk from 
the dreaded separation; but necessity, 
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stronger than all human affections, at 
length prevailed — Go again and buy us 
a little food. The brethren, however, 
had been too much alarmed by their 
former interview with the governor of 
the land to think of repeating it, with- 
out redeeming their promise and their 
pledge; and so they argued with their 
father — The man did solemnly protest 
unto us, saying, ye shall not see my face, 
except your brother be with you. Fretted 
with this reply, he accuses them with 
unkindness in making known his estate 
— IVherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as 
to tell the man, whether ye had yet a 
brother f But when he learns that they 
were directly questioned upon the sub- 
ject, he seems to have been satisfied 
with them, for he would not have had 
them guilty of falsehood. Judah then 
urges that, to save themselves and their 
children, it was absolutely necessary 
that he should comply, and having 
offered to become surety for him, that 

g5 
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he should return in safety, the good and 
affectionate old man reluctantly consents 
— and their father Israel said unto himf 
If it must he so now^ do this ; take qf the 
best fruits of the land^ and carry down . 
the man a present; by which he hoped 
to sooth the severity of the governor: 
a custom, at this day, of courtesy and 
respect, sometimes of reverence and 
submission. He then refers them to 
the unaccountable restoration of their 
money, and bids them to make provision 
accordingly — afui take double mimey in 
jfour hand; and the money that was 
brought again in the mouth of your sacks^ 
carry it again, peradventure, it was an 
wersight. I would to God, brethren, 
that we could always meet with such 
honesty in the world ; but, alas ! what a 
melancholy contrast is this with the 
daily events of life, in which we behold 
men straining every faculty to drcum^ 
vent and defraud their fellows; tut, 
^ihese doings will not pass the judgment* 
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seat of Christ. Whatever cunning we 
may use to conceal our purposes from 
the world, there is One that seeth ii^ 
secreU and, in the end, will reward tui 
openly. 

Israel having thus charged his sons, 
delivers Benjamin to them, with a 
blessing at once holy and aflPectionate— 
Ood Almighty give you mercy before the 
maUy that he may send away your other 
brother and Benjamin. If I am bereaved 
of my children^ I am bereaved. The 
whole of this proceeding presents us 
with a striking picture of a good man's 
conduct. Not content with being scru- 
pulously honest, in making restitution 
of the money that had been returned* 
and which had every, appearance of a» 
wers^ht^ he prepares a costly present 
for the lord of Eg3rpt, as a token of 
respect and good will, and iii the hopes 
of securing for his children a more fa- 
vorable reception. Yet, although he 
leaves nothing undone that might in- 
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sure success, he neither trusts to human 
merit or human policy, but to God — 
Crod Almighty give you mercy before the 
man. Most unlike those careless and 
thoughtless men (and, alas ! there are 
too many) who tempt the Almighty 
with their daring, and embark on dan- 
gerous enterprises without one thought 
of him, neither consulting his will, or 
imploring his blessing — most unlike 
such men, the holy patriarch trusts to 
the arm of God for safety and deli- 
verance. Too often, brethren, we en- 
gage in what is wrong, and, too often, 
we fail in that which is right, and the 
reason is evident, because we are content 
to be guided and governed by our own 
desires, and because we look no further 
than to our own unassisted power; 
whereas we are expressly told that we 
can do nothing !* Let us always be as- 
i^ured that what we undertake is lawful 

* John XT. 5. 
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and right, nor let us proceed without 
asking the preventing grace of Gk)d ; 
and then, in the result, whatever be our 
policy, and whatever be our success — 
Not unto tis^ O Lord^ not unto us^ but 
unto thy name be the praise ! 

In the exclamation which immediately 
follows Jacob's prayer of blessing, there 
is an expression, not only of pathos and 
tender sorrow, but of the most pious re- 
signation to the will of Heaven — If I 
am bereaved of my children^ I am be- 
reaved. Of all the trials he could be 
summoned to bear — of all the penalties 
that could be laid upon him, such a loss 
would be the heaviest, and this by sad 
experience he knew, yet we hear of no 
murmuring or repining; an expression 
of desolate resignation is all — If I am 
bereaved of my children, I am bereaved. 

Thus prepared to make good their 
agreement by the introduction of Ben- 
jamin — to vindicate their honesty by 
taking back the restored money— and to 



win the governor's trust and favor by a 
gift of homage, they again rose up, and 
went down to Egypt, and stood hefore 
Joseph. Rejoiced to find his bretliren 
returned, Joseph prepares to give them 
generous welcome, and commands the 
ruler of his house to lead them to his 
private dwelling, and prepare a feast, 
intimating that they should dine with 
him. To be thus kindly received, and 
conducted to tlie house of the greatest 
man in Egypt, were marks of attention, 
too plain, one would think, to be mis- 
taken, and yet we find it was mistaken, 
and they were afraid when they were 
brought into Joseph's house. There is a 
proneness in all men to judge the con- 
duct of otliers by the standard of their 
own ; suspicion is always the companion 
of guilt, and nothing of consequence 
can occur to the man, whose conscience 
is burthened with notorious wickedness, 
but it will assume a threatening aspect. 
Accordingly, we find the brethren of 
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Joseph attributing their distinction to 
the mysterious circumstance of their last 
visit — And they were afraid^ because 
they were brought into Joseph's house; 
and they said, Because qfthe money that 
wa^ returned in our sacks at the first time 
are we brought in; and to this foolish 
opinion, they add another more un* 
generous and base — that he may seek 
occasion against us, and fall upon us, and 
take usfiyr bondslaves. The recollection 
of once having betrayed a brother to 
the same ignominious fate, seems to 
have haunted them upon every occasion, 
and nothing strange befalls them, but 
they look upon it as cnninous of that 
punishment which, in equity, they 
deserved. So it was with Herod, by 
whose diabolical command the venerable 
Baptist was beheaded; no sooner does 
he hear of the fame of Jesus, than the 
ready recollection of his guilt pervades 
his feverish heart, and he starts back 
with the blank conviction of a blood- 



stained conscience — // is John, whom I 
beheaded — he is risen from the dead! 
And so it still is with every sinner who 
is not altogether hardened through the 
deceitfttlness of sin ; all things conspire 
to bring our misdeeds before us, and, 
verily, God is most merciful that he 
doth not leave us dead in our trespasses 
and sins; and blessed be the voice of 
virtue, that is not silent, and the Spirit 
of God, which still striveth with the 
wickedness of man ! 

Affrighted with their own suspicions, 
the brethren of Joseph consult with 
the steward of the house, and recount 
to him what had transpired respecting 
the money they had found returned ; 
assuring him that they knew not in 
what manner it had happened, and that 
they had brought it again, to make 
restitution. Observing their extreme 
trouble and anxiety, the steward imme- 
diately replies — Peace he to you, fear 
not : your God, and the God of your 
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JUtheVy hath given you treasure ; he then 
satisfies them with an acknowledgment 
of the required payment, and restores 
their imprisoned brother to them again. 
Then, to put down all scruples respecting 
their safety, he gave them water to wash 
their Jeet, the first mark of Eastern 
hospitality, and also the most welcome, 
in a country, where the feet were only 
sandalled, and consequently exposed to 
dust and heat in travelling. 

And when Joseph came homey they 
brought him the present^ and bowed 
themselves to him^ to the earthy in token 
of their reverence, and of the dependance 
of their households ; the one indicated 
by the present, and the other by the 
prostration of themselves before him. 
But how changed the demeanor of 
Joseph ! no longer rough and arbitrary, 
but kindly enquiring the welfare of 
their families, and his language upon 
this occasion bespeaks the generous and 
.noble heart from which it proceeded— 
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Is your faiker weU^ the old man o^ 
whym ye spake f Is he yet aJite ?— ^No 
time — no absence could blot out the 
heart-engraven record of his father's lov6 
— not all the riches and the glory of 
Pharoah's court, could make him forget 
the good old man, 'who had nourished 
him, and cherished him, in the hapjrjr 
days of youth and innocence, although 
now in a distant land, involved in 
difficulty, and reduced to want. And 
they answered, thy servant, our father, 
is in good health ; he is yet alive : cmd 
they bowed their heads, and did obeisance. 
Satisfied in this particular, the next 
object which claimed his attention, was 
his long desired brother, and he said, is 
this your younger brother of whom ye 
spake f and he said, God be gracious unto 
tliee, my son. A thousand happy emo- 
tions swelled within his bosom as he 
addressed the companion of his youthful 
joys ; a thousand endearing recoUectioiis 
crowded upon his mind, as he read upon 



tlie visage of Benjamin, the domestie 
pleasures and employments of former 
4^y$, and they overwhelmed his heart, 
susceptible by nature, and refined by 
virtue; all the fountains of fraternal 
tenderness and affection were opened, 
and no longer able to disguise his real 
feelings, he retired to another apartment 
to indulge them. 

But unwilling yet to reveal himself, 
(for their trial was not yet complete) he 
washed himself ^ and went out and re- 
frained himself, and said. Set on bread. 
This was done upon three tables—one 
for Joseph ; one for his brethren ; and 
<»ie for the Egyptian guests, according 
to the custom of the country, where> 
in the first instance, it was necessary 
that he should preserve the dignity of 
his exalted office ; and the reason why 
a separate table was allotted to the 
Egyptians, the story explains — They 
might not eat bread with the Hebrews ; 
for that is an abomination to the 
Egyptians. The reason o£ this popular 
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superstition arose not merely from 
their difference in religious worship, but 
from the Hebrews being of the same oc- 
cupation* as their old invaders, whom 
they had expelled into the land of 
Canaan, as was noticed in a former 
Lecture. 

And Joseph took and sent messes unto 
them : hut Benjamin^ s mess was five times 
so much as any of theirs. And they drank 
and were merry with him. 

This mark of distinction shown to 
Benjamin, in the presence of all his 
brethren, although trifling to those who 
CONSIDER IT LIGHTLY, had in it much 
of meaning and much of policy. Joseph 
remembered (how could he forget it ?) 
that it was on account of the distinction 
shown to him by his father, that they 
had envied and evil-entreated him; 
and now, by conferring such favor and 
honor upon his youngest brother, he 
would learn whether the same spirit of 

• Gen. xlvi. 34. 
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envy lusted within them ; and how far 
their recent troubles had operated in 
bringing about a sincere repentance and 
amendment of life. This I reserve for 
part of my next Lecture. 

And they drank and were merry with 
him. Religion, we may here observe, id 
not an austere master, nor does it deny 
us the pleasures and delights of life, so 
they are innocent — strictly innocent : it 
condemns not the wine, the music, and 
the feast, in their use, but in their 
abuse. There is a time for all things, 
saith the wise man ; and in the beautiful 
parable of the repentant prodigal, the 
good father, on his return, is represented 
as providing a feast, and making merry 
with music and with dancing. Religion 
was not given us to shackle every social 
pursuit, and spoil us of every social plea- 
sure, but to pervade the heart of man with 
joy, and gird up the soul for active life ; 
and It seems to me a blind and ignorant 
devotion, which, to make a man holy. 
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would deprire him of aU the recreationt 
of life — ^which wouM require him to 
hang down hu head H&e a bvlrash, and 
to walk about a frowning and secluded 
thing. I do Qot see how this ascetic 
spirit can harmonize with the spirit of 
love arul universal good will, and the 
histo^ of our own country is a liYing 
urgument to the contrary; for there 
never were, in any age of the church, 
a more proud^ fierce, and revengefol: 
people, than the puritans of the sev^i^ 
teenth century, who> while they pro^ 
hihited a m^rry heart and a cfaeerfiid 
countenance, gave an earnest of theiF 
zeal, by desecrating and demolishiiig 
our churches— t^ murdering their hin^, 
aiQd by persecuting his subjects. Bat 
while I present our holy religion to y<m 
clothed in pleasantness and peace, let it 
not be thought that I wi&h to lead you 
to the extreme limit of oiu: Christian 
liberty ; far from me be such a^ wiA!' 
If I am to err, I would rather it w»e 
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in restraining you even within the 
boundary of lawfulness, knowing, as I 
do, how very apt we are to go beyond 
it ; and still less may we sanction any 
thing like revelry and debauch. Too 
often, alas! it is our unhappiness to 
observe men encroach upon those liber- 
ties^ aaad make them ministers of dissi- 
pation and evil living, and their cups 
ore crowned with drunkenness, and the 
blessed privilege of social intercourse is 
polluted with indecency and prc^an^ 
ness ; and while the harp, and the viol, 
md the toine, are m their feasts, they 
regard not the work of the Lord, neither 
wndder the operation of his hands f 
To such works the Gospel gives no 
eountaaance ; and you must remember, 
that no jdeasures are lawful that unfit 
us fot the offices of devotion, or the 
proper employments of life. If we 
Qtnnot restrain our enjoyments^ we musb 
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renounce them altogether ; if our in- 
dulgencies degenerate into wantonness, 
we must deny ourselves — ^if they lay us 
under any disadvantage — ^if they retard 
the soul in her spiritual progress, and 
chain the affections to things of the 
earthy we must snap short the shackle 
at the head — leave all and follow him, 
who is our God and Redeemer ! 

Leaving the sons of Jacob thus kindly 
received and honorably noticed by the 
lord of Egypt, whom as yet they knew 
not to be their brother, I shall, for. the 
present, break the story. But we cannot 
fail to notice how completely the pro- 
phetic dreams of Joseph were realized 
in this visit, when the sun and the moan 
and the eleven stars- — ^his parents and his 
brethren — ^the whole household of Jacob 
did obeisance unto him. For although 
Jacob himself was not there in person, 
the present which he sent was an earnest 
of his respect and homage; and when 
he asked them of their father's health. 
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the brethren replied — Thy servant our 
father is well; and with this acknow- 
ledgment they again bowed themselves 
to the earth, and thereby accomplished 
that part of the dream which related tp 
their father. Thus, these significant 
visions, which had been the cause of so 
much jealousy and evasion, were ful- 
filled — entirely fulfilled. How could it 
have been otherwise? Gk)d had fore- 
shown it, and when did he fail ? 

By the same spirit of inspiration it 
is declared, that the time shall come when 
we shall all pay reverence to a greater 
than Joseph, even to Him whom he was 
sent to typify ; and that we shall all do 
obeisance before the judgment-seat of 
Christ, when at the name of Jesus every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue shall 
confess him God ! and little as we may 
think of it, my brethren, every word 
shall be one day realized. In vain we 
may strive — ^in vain we may contend — 
Heaven and earth shall pass away before 

H 
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one jot or one tittle of all that the Gtospel 
hath declared shall fail. 

Blessed the man to whom the Lard in 
that day imputeth no sin. Blessed the 
brethren to whom he speaketh not 
roughly, and in whose spirit there is no 
guile.* Blessed, thrice blessed and 
happy, the man on whom, as upon the 
inoffensive Benjamin, the heart-cheering 
benediction shall descend — God be gra- 
cious unto ihee, my son ; or, in other words. 
Come, ye blessed children of my Father, 
inherit the Mngdam prepared for y<m 
from the foundation of the world. 

* Psalm xxxii. 2. 
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And at the second time Joseph was made known to 
his brethren; and Joseph's kindred was made 
known unto Pharoah. Then sent Joseph^ and 
called his Neither Jacob to him^ and all his kindred. 

Manifold, indeed, are the scenes and 
changes of this mortal life; we pass 
through a rapid succession of events; 
wich are often sudden, and often un- 
expected: and there is no permanent 
estate between the cradle and the grave. 
This perpetual revolution of circum- 
stances, and this utter uncertainty of all 
^sublunary good, is wisely ordered by 
that gracious being, who alone truly 
knoweth what is good for man^ to show 
us the instability and unworthiness of 
all earthly things, and to teach us rather 
to set our affections on things ahofce^ 
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which are unmutable and eternal. And 
while it warns the prosperous of pre- 
sumption and vain security, it encou- 
rages those that are cast down to hope 
to the end,,^ we know not what a day 
may bring forth. Joy and sorrow alter- 
nately pervade the human heart, and 
preserves that equanimity which best 
fits us for the ordinary duties of active 
life ; and he who would perform those 
duties with propriety and faithfulness 
will mdeavour, like St. Paul, to know 
how to st^er need^ as well as how to 
abound; and will leamy in whatever 
state he is placed, therewith to he eon^^ 
tent.* Many are the trials and tempta- 
tions which at times beset us all— many 
are the troubles and difficulties to which 
we are all exposed — and in these emer- 
gencies^nothing can effectually sustain 
us, but innocency of life, and sure trust 
and confidence in God ; the one defends 

Phil. iv. 11 and 12. 
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US from enemies within, and the other is 
our safeguard against those which attack 
us from without ; the one is our support 
in the day of trouble, and the other is 
our strong hold and our castle ! 

Now had the sons of Jacob been thus 
equipped, the several events which 
befel them in their journeying^ into 
Egypt, had not cost them so much 
trouble and anxiety ; but a guilty con- 
science, as it mars every enjoyment, so 
it aggravates every real trouble, and 
multiplies imaginary evils. Then- diffi. 
culties, however, seemed to be drawing 
to a conclusion. The indulgence they 
had met with from the lord of Egypt, 
and the interest he had taken in their 
welfare, began to brighten their pros- 
pects, and they were merry with him. 
But, amidst the gaiety and feasting at 
the board of Joseph, they little dreamed 
the trials that were preparing for them, 
and they rejoiced in the anticipation of 
returning to their coimtry in triumph. 
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whither they were to proceed on the 
following morning. 

Joseph, in the meanwhile, gave di- 
rections to his servants to fill their sacks 
with corn, returning, as at the first time, 
tlie price of it in every man's sack ; and 
that in Benjamin's he should deposit ike 
silver cup, out of which himself was ac- 
customed to drink. All this was accord- 
ingly done ; and as soon as the morning 
was light, Uttle suspecting any harm, 
and well satisfied with their good for- 
tune, they departed. But how transient 
and uncertain is the happiness of man. 
Scarcely had they escaped the city gates, 
before they were overtaken by a troop 
of horsemen, charged with the theft, 
and rated for ingratitude. Wherefore 
have ye rewarded evil for good f Is not 
this it, in which my lord drinketh, and 
whereby indeed he divineth ? Ye have 
done evil in so doing. Conscious of their 
innocence in the matter, and hurt by 
such an unworthy accusation, in the 
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language of earnest confidence, they 
immediately replied — Wherefore saiOi 
my lord these words^ Grodforhid that thy 
servants should do according to this thing. 
Beh4>ld, the money which we found in our 
sacks we brought again unto thee out ^ 
the land of Canaan : how then should we 
steal out of thy lord*s house sHoer or gold f 
With whomsoever of thy servants it be 
fmndj both let him die, and we also wiU 
be my lord's bondmen. The steward of 
Joseph seems to have understood Inn 
master's wishes; he pretends, therefore, 
to be anxious only for the punishment 
of the offender, and he said, now also let 
it he according to your words: he with 
whom it is fofund shall be my servant ; 
and ye shall be blameless. Like men 
xieflpdy to be proved, and assured of theii" 
acquittal, they speedily took down every 
man his sack to the ground, and opened 
every man his sack. Accordingly, the 
search began at the eldest. With ex^ 
ultmg confidence they beheld one after 

h5 
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the other examined in vain; when, at 
last, to their inconceivable astonishment 
and dismay, in the sack of Benjamin, the 
fatal cup was found. Now, to the incon- 
siderate observer, this part of the story 
seems to detach from the bright charac- 
ter of Joseph, and to involve him in a 
species of fraud; to the diligent enquirer, 
on the contrary, it affords a striking 
example of that wisdom and policy, 
which upon every occasion distinguished 
his conduct. To the brethren, envy 
had been the besetting sin; envy had 
excited their malice against him — it had 
urged them to injuriously sell him for a 
bond-slave, and had been the cause of a 
dehberate deceit practised upon his ho- 
nored and afflicted father ; and, as yet, 
he had no decided proof that the same 
spirit did not still lurk within them. 
By the distinction he had shown their 
younger brother at the feast, he had 
taken the most effectual means of alarm- 
ing the spirit of envy, did any vestige 
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of it slumber in their bosoms ; and now,' 
by the imputation of a theft, and by tbip 
threatening of bondage, he opens to 
them the means of displaying an evil 
t^nper, by leaving their brother to his 
fate, or of exhibiting the sincerity of 
their penitence and amendment, by par- 
ticipating in his calamity, and making 
an effort for his recovery. How far he 
succeeded is proved in the result. Ap- 
palled and grieved to the heart for the 
melancholy condition of their self-con* 
demned brother, instead of betaking 
themselves to flight <as they were per- 
mitted), and seeking their own safety, 
Ikey rent tkeir clothes in anguish, and 
returned to the city. Humbled to the 
dust, they are again brought before 
Joseph, and again they are taxed with 
the frsxid'^ What deed is this that ye have 
done? Ashamed and confounded at 
such an accusation, under the color of 
proof, which admitted of no defence, 
they stood like men without hppe. To 
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frame an excuse they considered useless, 
jmd without a single circumstance to 
favor them, they had nothing to expect 
but ruined characters, their brother's 
bondage, and their father's bereavement 
— and Judah said, what shall we say 
unto my lord ? What shall we speak ? or 
how shall we clear onrsehes^ Innocent, 
however, as they knew themselves of the 
present charge, they were not quit of 
their old offence, and it now again steps 
in with a condemning verdict, for they 
seem to have looked upon this circum- 
stance also as a visitati6n of Providence, 
to bring them into that bondage to 
which they had consigned their brother. 
As such, it is probable, they represented 
it to the governor, for Judah adds — 
God hath found out the iniquity of thy 
servants, behold, we are my lord's servants, 
both we, and he also with whom the cup is 
found. But Joseph, anxious to prove 
them to the utmost, expostulates against 
such an. act of injustice, and refuses to 
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punish any but the person who had been 
convicted of the robbery — Grod forbid 
that I should do so : but the man in whose 
hand the cup is founds he shall be my 
servant; but as for you^ get you up in 
peaces unto your father. 

By this wise and artful judgment 
upon Benjamin, he placed the brethren 
in a situation, from which he might in- 
fallibly discover, not only the measure 
of their fraternal affection, but the ex- 
tent also of their filial duty and regard. 
If they had contentedly left their bro- 
ther to his fate, and peaceably returned 
with the distressing intelligence to their 
father, he had very justly suspected that 
aU was not yet right — ^that some remnant 
of their former wickedness still remain- 
ed, which their recent trouble had allayed, 
but not eradicated from their bosoms ; in 
which case, I doubt not, he would yet 
have imposed upon them heavier trials 
than those they had already under- 
gone. But so great was their perplexity 
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and distress, that every doubt vanished, 
and at once assured him that their re* 
pentance had been effectual, and that 
their amendment was confirmed. 

Such, my brethren, is the effect of true 
repentance ! Such is the effect of re^ 
ligion upon the heart! So completely 
does it change the habits and disposition, 
that when a man is converted from a 
sinful life, he is well said, in the Grospel, 
to become a new creature.* While we 
are ranging the plainly of sin, the heart 
grows callous, and the feelings ht- 
numbed ; but when we repent and 
return, God giveth us a new heart and 
a new spirit — ^tender and sensible*-^ten- 
der of doing any thing that is wrong, 
and sensible of the sorrows and afflic- 
tions of our fellow^reatures ; and thus, 
in this story, we see, that they who 
once, when provoked only by a little 
domestic partiality, concerted to bathe 

♦ 2 Cor. V. 17. 
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their hands in Joseph's inoffensive blood, 
are now overwhehned with sorrow for 
the fate of Benjamin — ^they who once 
could first deceive their father with a 
shameless falsehood, and then mock him 
with their base and hypoaritical con- 
dolence, now shrink back with horror 
and apprehension at what may happen 
to their aged sire, when the afflicting 
intelligence is conveyed to him, and he 
finds himself bereaved of the child who 
had been the greatest comfort of his 
age, and whose loss would inevitably 
bring dawn his grey hairs tvith sorrow to 
the grave^-^-and Judah, who, in the field 
of Dothan, was first to propose the 
disgraceful bargain with the Israelites, 
is the foremost to offer himself to re- 
deem his brother from captivity, and 
his father from distress ; and his pleading 
upon the occasion is a noble specimen of 
ard^it affection and generous feeling'— 
so simple, and yet so comprehensive — 
so manly, and yet so plaintive, that I 



should do it injustice to supply its place 
with any observations of my own : — 

Then Judah came near to Joseph, and 
said. Oh, my lord, lei thy servant, I pray 
thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and 
let not thine anger bum against thy ser- 
vant ; f(yr thou art even as Pharoah. — 
My lord asked thy servants, sayiTig, 
Have ye a father or a brother f And 
we said unto my lord, we have a father, 
an old man, and a child of his old age, 
a little one ; and his brother is dead, and 
he alone is left of his mother, and his 
father loveth him. And thou saidst unto 
thy servants. Bring him down unto me, 
that I may set mine eyes upon him ; and 
we said unto my lord, the lad cannot 
leave his father ; for if he should leave 
his father, his father would die. And 
thou saidst unto thy servants. Except 
your youngest brother come down with 
you, you shall see my face no more. 
And it came to pass, when tve came up 
to thy servant, ?ny father, we told him 
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the words of my lord. And our father 
saidf Go again and buy us a little food. 
And we said. We cannot go down : if 
our youngest brother be unth us, then 
will we go dotm ; for we may not see the 
man's face, except our youngest brother 
be with us. And thy servant, my father, 
said unto us. Ye know that my unfe bare 
me two sons ; and the one went out frmn 
me, and I said, surely he is torn in pieces, 
and I saw him not since ; and if ye take 
this also from me, and mischief befaU 
him, ye shall bring down my grey hairs 
with sorrow to the grave. Now, there^ 
fore, when I come to thy servant, my 
father, and the lad be not with us, seeing 
that his life is bound' up in the lad^s life, 
it shall come to pa^s, when he seeth that 
the lad is not with us, that he tvill die; 
and thy servants shall bring down the 
grey hairs of thy servant, our father, 
with sorrow to the grave. For thy ser- 
vant became surety for the lad unto my 
father, saying, ^f I bring him not unto 
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ihee^ then 1 $haU hear the blame to my 
father for ever. Now, tiierefore, I pray 
thee, let thy servant abide, instead of the 
lad, a bondman to my lord, and let the 
lad go up with his brethren. For haw 
shall I go up to my fother, and the lad 
be not with me f lest, peradventure, I see 
the evil that shall come on my fother. 

Nothing can possibly be more moving 
and pathetic than this discourse, in<- 
volving, ad it does, every tender and 
endearing sentiment; and forcibly, no 
doubt, it wrought upon the affectionate 
heart of Joseph. Interested, as he ipust 
have been, with the artless narrative, 
and excited to admiration by the gene* 
rous self-devotion which it breathed, 
still he might have concealed these feel- 
ings; but, while his interest and ad- 
miration were awake, the discourse 
touched upon a chord which vibrated 
to all his affections-^the mention of his 
father's distress, and the evil which their 
calamity might bring upon him, at once 
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disarmed him of his self-<x)ntrol — then 
he could not refrain himself , and he criedj 
Cause every man to go out from me ; and 
he wept aloud. They were tears which 
delighted nature loves to shed : they are 
like refreshing showers upon the glad 
sunshine of Heaven, and they relieve 
th6 heat and burden of the heart. His 
was no callous nature ; and, amid all the 
pomp and greatness of his station, he 
could be moved with the humble, honest 
feelings of domestic love, and he thought 
it no lessening of his dignity to indulge 
them: he wept aloud; and the Egyp- 
tians and the house of Pharaoh heard. 
I picture to myself the mute anxiety 
which this mysterious burst of affection 
must have caused to the sons of Israel, 
and the sudden confusion which must 
have followed the impassioned declara- 
tion — I am Joseph ! — IkM^ my father 
yet live f A voice from the mansions 
of the grave had not more astonished 
and confoimded the self-convicted bre- 
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thren ; the hand of Death himself had 
not shot a colder chill across their hearts 
— His brethren could not answer, Jhr 
they were troubled at his presence. They 
could not answer, but their silence spake 
more than language can express : it 
spake their shame and their sorrow — for 
there is no grief so fervent as that which 
smoulders in the bosom, and stifles In 
the utterance ; and it spake their re- 
pentance, for it exhibited those marks 
of trouble and distress which ever ac- 
company that thorough conviction of 
the heinousness of sin which leadeth to 
amendment of life. 

They were troubled at his presence; 
and it would not have been without 
reason, had it been any one but Joseph 
with whom they were to deal ; but re- 
sentment and revenge were strangers to 
his kind and affectionate heart,which, like 
his divine Redeemer's, was ever ready to 
pity and forgive. Touched with com- 
passion for the pain and fear he had oc- 
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casioned by the declaration of himself, 
he has recourse to those soothing ex- 
pressions which seldom fail to win the 
heart to confidence and love — and Joseph 
said to Ms brethren, come near to me I 
pray you — / am Joseph your bro- 
ther, whom ye sold into Egypt. Intent 
to glorify his Maker upon every occa- 
sion, instead of referring to secondary 
causes, he attributes bis elevation to 
the overruling Providence of God ; and 
while he artfully endeavours to lessen 
their compunction on this account, he is 
no less diligent to extol the unfailing 
goodness and parental tenderness of Je- 
hovah ; and the apology he makes for 
their conduct, is the loveliest specimen 
of a generous and exalted mind ever 
given to the world — N^ow, therefore, he 
not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, 
that ye sold me hither : Jbr God did send 
me before you, to preserve you a posterity 
in the earth. And to save your lives by a 
great deliverance. The conduct of Jo- 
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seph throughout, proves to us that he 
did not look with favor upon the wrong 
done him by his brethren, nor was this 
apology intended to exonerate them al- 
together — ^he spake only as it respected 
himself and his own feelings ; he wit- 
nessed their sorrow, he saw the confu- 
sion with which they were overwhelmed 
in his presence, and the spirit of forgive- 
ness, which always commiserates the un- 
fortunate, prompted him to divert their 
remembrance of the fatal deed, by di- 
recting them to the good and over-ruling 
Providence of God, in the happy issue 
to which he had made their plans sub- 
servient. Having thus far quieted every 
apprehension on his account, his mind 
again quickly reverts to his aged and 
beloved parent. Haste ye^ and go up 
to my father i and say unto him^ God hath 
made me lord of all Egypt^ came daum 
unto me, tarry not, and thou shaU dwell 
in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt he 
near to me — ^re mil I nourish thee ; 
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for yet there arejwe years offamine^ lest 
thou amd thy hofU^ehM^ and all that thou 
hast 9 come to poverty. There is a kind* 
ness and joyful solicitude in this charge 
that cannot but effect every virtuous 
and feeling hearfc-^^very heart which 
hath known the care and endearments 
of a fond and indulgent parent, and it 
is a glorious eiiiample for every son and 
daughter in the world : it shows us that 
no acquirements of wisdom— of fortune 
*-^or of fame, can absolve us from the 
eternal obligation of filial love ; that no 
drcumstances can ever justify a neglect 
of our parents, and that no situation in 
life can exalt us above their service. 
To endeavour to please our parents in all 
things is a duty absolute and unaltera- 
ble-— and any, the least, aberration th^e- 
from, is a violation of nature and reli- 
gion— -and is an offence to man, and an 
offence to God ! Joseph, consdous of the 
delight which intelligence of his prospe- 
rity would cause that parent, who had 



watched the progress of his youthful 
mind, and whose eye had been Ut with 
pleasure at every development of his 
early virtues — conscious of this delight, 
(a delight, 1 believe, thoroughly known 
to none but those who are parents) he 
enjoins his brethren to omit nothing that 
might increase his joy, and induce him 
to hasten his departure ; and ye shall 
tell myjhiker of all my glory in Egypt, 
and ofaU that ye have seen ; and ye shaU 
haste and bring dovm my father hither. 
He then closed this scene with an earnest 
of his affection, which does honor to hu- 
man nature, and which is well worthy 
an illustrious figure of him, who endured 
such contradiction of sinners, and who 
breathed out his life with a prayer for 
his betrayers and his murderers ! And he 
fell upon his brother Senjamin's neck 
and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his 
neck. Moreover, he kissed all his bre- 
thren, and wept upon them, and after that 
his brethren talked with him. It is quite 
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impossible that any representation of 
brotherly love can excel this tender and 
affecting scene, and it presents us with 
an example of meek forgiveness which 
reads a condemning lecture to the pre- 
sent generation, for it forms a striking 
contrast with the conduct of many — too 
many of us, who are called Christians, 
although living under the full disclosure 
of that scheme of mercy and of love, 
which commands us to forbear and to 
forgive one another : for who hath not 
witnessed the daily jealousies and vexa- 
tions which happen in domestic life — 
brothers and sisters takmg offence at 
each other for the veriest trifle, and pa- 
rents living in open hostility with their 
children, too proud to acknowledge a 
fault, and too obdurate to forgive one ? 
And even where we profess to forgive 
our brethren, too often there is a shame- 
ful holding back of confidence and af- 
fection, and there is a slowness to do 
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them good, which too plainly indicates 
that the language of the lips was not the 
ejBusion of the heart Would we learn, 
my dear brethren, in what Christian for- 
giveness consists, we cannot study a 
better lesson, than that we are now con- 
sidering : here is a brother who had been 
envied, hated, banished from his home, 
and sold for a bond-servant — ^the authors 
of all these accumulated wrongs were 
before him, and he had ample power to 
recompense them — and he did recom- 
pense them, not with evil for evU, but 
by cordially forgiving them, and be- 
coming the friend and benefactor of 
their households. And this is ex^M^tly 
the rule the apostle liath given us for 
the exercise of this duty, in which he 
acknowledges every man to be a brother 
— Dearhf hehoed avenge not yourselves ; 
hut rather give place unto wraths for it is 
written^ Vengeance is mine ; I will repay ^ 
saith the Lord. Therefor e, ifthin^ ene- 
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my hungeTffeed him ; if he thirsty give him 
drink: — he not overcome qfevU^ hutover" 
come evil with good.* 

And surely, brethren, we have motives 
strong enough to make us love and 
practice mercy; God Ahnighty hath 
revealed himself to us a kind and for- 
giving Father, and in this character he 
daily exhibits himself to us, for daily 
and hourly we offend him, by careless- 
ness and neglect, and too often by pal- 
pable and premeditated wrong, yet he 
suffers us to enjoy his bounty, and is 
long sifffering and ready tojbrgive. And 
where shall we find words to express 
the mercy and forgiveness, and overflow- 
ing love, of Christ ? All the world had 
offended him, envied, hated, and rejected 
him, yet, like his type, he wept over 
their calamities, kindly talked with 
them of his Father, and lost no oppor- 
tunity of doing them good; and while 

• Rom. jdi. 19—21. 
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they pierced his hands and hisfeeU and 
cast his miracles of mercy in his teeth, 
respired to Heaven the divine and never- 
to-be-forgotten application — Father ^for- 
give them^for they know not what they do ! 

And how shall we dare to hope to 
share in his happiness while we cherish 
a spirit at variance with his doctrine and 
example ? Shall we expect that he will 
forgive us our debt of ten thousand ta- 
lents, while we take our fellow servant 
by the throat for only owing us an hun- 
dred pence ? Will he look over our in- 
niimerable offences committed against 
him, so long as we are prone to resent 
with severity every trifling fault of our 
fellow creatures ? It is vanity to sup- 
pose it ! 

Let us not deceive ourselves, my bre- 
thren, with such a mockery of virtue 
and religion : every time we address the 
throne of grace, for the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, as Jesus Christ himself 
hath taught us, we, ourselves, pronounce 
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the condition on which we hope to be 
heard — fis toe forgive them that trespass 
against us; without this, prayer is an 
abomination unto Gk)d9 and no sacrifice 
is acceptable in his sight, as we are 
taught in the divine sermon on the 
mount — Therefore 9 if thou bring thy gift 
to the altar y and there rememherest that 
thy brother hath ought against thee ; leave 
there thy gift before the altar ^ and go thy 
way ; forst be reconciled to thy brother ^ 
and then come and offer thy gift* Be 
it then, always in our l-emembrance, 
brethren, that we are to expect to be 
forgiven only as we forgive. In vain 
we call for mercy, if we will not show 
it, and at the day of judgment, when all 
our hidden offences shall be made mani- 
fest, and all our secret sins revealed, if 
Yfe forgive not men their trespa^ses^ nei- 
ther will the Father forgive us our tres- 
passes — he shall have judgment without 

* Matt. V. 23, 24. 
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mercy who hath shewed no mercy ^ and 
mercy re^oiceth against judgment* 

SirSf ye are brethren ; adopted toge- 
ther into the family of Jesus Christ, 
with one Lord^ one fatth^ one baptism^ 
with one God and Father qfaH^ who is 
above all, and through aU^ and in you all. 
Therrfore, Ume as brethren^ and be hind 
one to another^ tender hearted^ f(^gi^i^ 
one another, even as God, for ChrUis 
sake, hath forgiven you.^ 

* Math, xviii. 35. James ii. 13. 
t Acts vii. 26. Eph. iv. 5--32. 
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So Jacob went down into Egypt^ and died^ he and 
* our fathers. 



Whatever may be the pleasures of sin 
— whatever may be the satisfactions of 
• the sinner, this one thmg at least is 
certain, that the pleasures of virtue are 
infinitely greater, and that there is no 
satisfaction like that of doing good. 
Sin and dissipation may shoot a tran- 
sient gleam across the heart, which, like 
the garish festive-lamp, languishes and 
dies as the oil consumes ; but it belongs 
only to virtue and religion to produce 
that tranquil and permanent delight, 
which, like Him, who is the fountain and 
fulness of joy, needs not the aid of arti- 
ficial replenishment. The pleasures of 
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sin at beat are but of short duration — 
we hold them with an uncertain tenure, 
and although in the anticipation they 
promise much, they are found in the 
possession to be fleeting and unreal. 
There is a natural aiBnity between sin 
and compunction, and they follow in 
quick succession, and that which in the 
mouth is sweet as the honeycomb, turns 
to bitterness in the belly. So it proved 
with the brethren of Joseph ; great as 
might have been the gratification they 
felt in basely ridding themselves of the 
innocent object of their envy, it was but 
for a short time, and it cost them many 
painful after-thoughts, sorrow, shame, 
and remorse — ^the bitter fruits of an 
accusing conscience; and which, pur- 
chased at so great a price, no one would 
think of comparing with that peace, 
which results from innocence, or to the 
luxury which Joseph experienced in 
that scene, m which we left him, when 
he revealed himself to his Inrethren as a 
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friend and benefactor, and kissed them 
all in the tears of ecstasy and love ! 

And as it is pleasurable, so also, as 
St. Paul ssithf go^iness isprqfitable unto 
all things; not that the apostle means 
to assert, that it always directly leads to 
worldly riches and worldly distinctions, 
but refers rather to those spiritual bless- 
ings which attend upon virtue and true 
religion— comfort in afflictions— con- 
tentment with our lot — and peace and 
joy in believing the promises of God. 
Yet, most certain it is, that the upright 
and the religious man will seldom be 
found in want; so careful is the Al- 
mighty to mkiister to the necessities of 
his servants, that it formed a theme for 
the matchless song of David — The steps 
of a good man are ordered hy the Lord; 
and he delighteth in his way. I have 
been youngs and now am old; yet have I 
not seen the righteous forsaken^ nor his 
seed begging bread.* And reason good, 

* Psalm xxxvii. 23> 25. 
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for religion, while it purifies the soul, 
girds up the body for active life, and 
becomes the parent of frugality and in- 
dustry ; while, it is equally true that, it 
is oftentimes made the road to prosperity 
and honor. An example of this we 
have in the history we are now con- 
sidering, where, under every disadvan- 
tage of a strange people, and a foreign 
land, the illustrious Joseph emerged 
from the obscurity of a bond-slave and 
a prisoner, to be the first lord of Egypt, 
and the light and glory of Pharoah's 
court! How excellently well he ac- 
quitted himself in that exalted station — 
not only winning for himself the favor 
of his royal master, but the love and 
esteem of all around, we may infer from 
the peculiar interest which the arrival 
of his brethren excited — and when the 
fame thereof was heard in Pharoah^s 
house^ it pleaded Pharoah well, and his 
servants. It seems, indeed, that Joseph 
was not merely admitted as a father to 
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Pharoah — ^his counsellor upon all im- 
portant state occasions, but^ that he 
enjoyed an intimacy with him, to which 
subjects and courtiers seldom attain. 
For Pharoah is not only pleased with 
the visit of his servant's brethren, but 
immediately determines on removing 
all his kindred into his dominions, that 
Joseph might the more readily exercise 
his kindness towards them — and Pha- 
roah said unto Joseph^ say unto thy hre-- 
thren^ this do ye ; lade your beasts, and 
go, get you into the land of Canaan ; and 
take your father, and your households, and 
come unto me ; and I toiU give you of the 
good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall 
eat of the fat of the land. He then 
directs that they shall take waggons to 
bring them down, bidding them not to 
regard their stuff— Xheis domestic goods 
— ^their furniture and food, assuring them 
that he would supply their place by 
richer and better, as his words. imply — 



182 LECTURE VII. 

f(yr the goad of all ike land of Egypt is 
yours^ 

Exemplary, indeed, must have been 
the conduct of Joseph, to have so much 
excited the interest of the king, and so 
completely to have won the love and 
veneration of all his coiui; and house- 
hold, for these are nestling places of 
envy and jealousy — ^but his exalted 
virtue and meek dignity seem to have 
gained an entire ascendancy over every 
selfish feeling; and while he difiuses 
these blessings, which are the natural 
pflFspring of virtue, on all around, he 
seems to have received his due reward 
in universal affection and approbation. 

Joseph havmg complied with the 
gracious command of his sovereign, 
giving them not only ample provision for 
his father on the journey, but also ten she 
asses laden tvith the good things ofEgypt^ 
by which he might judge of the ridi- 
ness and luxury of the land to which he 



LXCTCRB TIT. 183 

was invited, he once more distinguishes 
the inoffensive Benjamin, with gifts, far 
exceeding those of his brethren, and 
sent them away with this necessary ad- 
monition — See thai yefaU not out hy the 
way. I say necessary admonition, for 
however true their repentance might 
have been, and most true it certainly 
had been proved, yet the infection of 
our corrupt nature remaineth, and holds 
perpetual warfare with our better feel- 
ings. The flesh lusteth against the spirit^ 
as the apostle saith, and Joseph was 
fearful lest the discovery he had made, 
with all its circumstances, might operate 
as a fresh incentive to debate and envy ; 
he therefore delivers it to them as a 
friendly advice — See that ye fall not out 
by the way. With this they departed, 
to return to their father in the land of 
Canaan. 

With trembling anxiety, much in- 
creased by their vexatious detention, 
the aged Jacob awaited the return of 
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his children from their precarious jour- 
ney ; and great, no doubt, was the 
pleasure he experienced in again greet- 
ing them on their arrival, with Simeon, 
also, who had been imprisoned smce their 
iirst visit. But what words are equal to 
describe his joy and astonishment, when 
the unexpected intelligence burst upon 
his enraptured ear — Joseph is yet alive^ 
mid he is governor over all the land of 
Egypt! The relation of the scene, in 
the simple language of the historian, is 
best suited to convey to us the effect 
which it produced — and Jacob's heart 
faintedyfor he believed them not. A dis- 
covery so unexpected — so extraordinary 
— and, indeed, so improbable, could not 
fail at once to excite all the feelings of 
joy and hope and fear : and, in the con- 
fusion, his incredulity gained the ascen- 
dance, and overwhelmed his heart — he 
believed them not ; but, when he saw the 
preparations made for his journey, and 
heard of all the glory of his beloved 
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child, his spirit revived; and his first 
words are a glowing picture of a good 
man's gratitude — It is enough; Joseph 
my son is yet alive ; I will go and see him 
before I die. 

Measures were soon taken for the ac- 
complishment of his wish, and full of 
hope and gratitude he set out, accompa- 
nied by all his household, to meet his 
long lost child. On the journey, Moses 
informs us, they stopped at Beersheba, 
which was situated upon the borders of 
Canaan; and, before he entered into a 
strange land, he offered sacrifice imto 
Jehovah, that he might learn whether 
it pleased him ; and this shows us, my 
brethren, how careful we ought to be, 
in every thing we undertake, lest our 
own inclinations lead us into evil — it 
shows us, that upon all occasions we 
should strive to learn the will of God, 
and determine on doing it, however 
contrary to our interest and our plea- 
sures — so did Israel: the son of his 
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love was in the land of Egypt, but he 
ventured not to go to him, until first he 
had enquired of the Lord ; and were 
we, in every instance, to follow his ex- 
ample, it would save us from many diffi- 
cult and troublesome conditions. In an- 
swer to his sacrifice, God spake unto Is- 
rael in the visiotis of the night, and said, 
Jacob, Jacob: and he said. Sere am I ; an 
answer indicating a readiness to obey. 
God then confirms the covenant he had 
made with Abraham and Isaac, his fa- 
thers, and bids him proceed upon his 
journey — And he said, J am God, the 
God q/' thy father, jear not to go doion 
into Egypt, for there I wilt make of thee 
a great nation : and I will go down toith 
thee, and will also surely bring thee up 
again, and Joseph sJiall put his hand upon 
thine eyes. If there be any virtue which 
hath an innate dwelling in the human 
heart, it is the Jove of out country ; con- 
nected with it there are so many pleas- 
ing associations, and so many tender en- 
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"^earments, that we leave our homes 
with streaming eyes and aching hearts. 
To Jacob, the land of Canaan must have 
possessed aU these charms which attach 
us to our country, heightened by the 
remembrance, that God, in an especial 
manner, had given it to his fathers for 
an inheritance. To leave it without com- 
mandment or permission was like slight- 
ing the gift and abandoning the riches 
of God's goodness, in the vain hope of im- 
proving his condition by human means ; 
and hence might have arisen that care- 
fulness and reluctance which the liisto- 
rjan hath so particularly noticed in the 
conduct of the Patriarch. But the Al- 
mighty, in this revelation, removed all 
his fears, by assuring him, that He him- 
self v/oxAdi accompany him into Egypt, 
and would there make him a great na- 
tion — and that He would not forsake 
him until he had again conducted hira 
into hLs own land ; a promise which he 
literally fulfilled, when, by his presence, 
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in the pillar of fire, and the pillar of 
doud, he led the children of Israel 
through the Red Sea, and through the 
terrible wilderness, and destroyed their 
enemies before them. The concluding 
part of the revelation is of a private na- 
ture — a promise of domestic happiness-^ 
and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine 
eyes ; intimating, by this, that he should 
die in peace, surrounded by his fanaily, 
and that his daerling child should close 
his eyes — the last tender office we per- 
form for those we love. 

All scruples thus removed, again he 
pursued his journey with his children, 
and his children's children, in all, sixty- 
six souls. 

Judah — the zealous Judah (zealous 
once in vice — ^now changed in heart and 
manners, he is foremost in the cause of 
virtue) — is sent before, to direct the way, 
and to apprise Joseph of their coming. 
No sooner does he hear of their approach^ 
than the dutiful son made ready his cka^ 
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riot, and went up to meetlsraely and pre- 
sent himself unto him ; and he fell on his 
necky and wept on his neck a good while. 
O, it must have been a glorious scene ! 
To have witnessed the first lord of 
Egypt, unmindful of his state and dig- 
nity, leaping from his chariot, and pre- 
senting himself in reverence before his 
aged sire — ^to have seen his ardent affec- 
tion as he wept upon his neck — and to 
.have heard the grateful resignation of 
the Patriarch — N'ow let me die^ since I 
have seen thy fa^e^ hecause thou art yet 
aUve. It is a scene that can hardly 
be contemplated without yielding both 
pleasure and improvement, for it pre- 
sents to us the most striking picture of 
the relative duties of parents and chil- 
dren that can be imagined : it shotvs us, 
in the first place, that nothing will jus- 
tify a man in the neglect of his parents, 
and that no wisdom or riches, no state 
or office, can ever raise him above them — 
though I were a prince and they were 



I.' 
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but cottagers, still they are my superiors ! 
whatever be their failings — whatever 
be their circumstances, still, by every 
call of religion and of nature — ^by evoy 
law of God and man — they command 
ovu: love, our esteem, our veneration; 
and he must have a heart dead to all 
the tender sensibilities of nature^ who 
hath not admitted this amiable and uni- 
versal dictate of humanity. Many, oh ! 
many, are the anxious hours we have 
caused before we knew their meaning 
— ^painful hours of watching and of toil ; 
atid could we look into the bosoms of 
our parents, and read the language of 
their throbbing hearts, and number all 
their cares and self-denials for our sakes, 
we should learn, that however fervent 
in our affection — ^however exemplary in 
our duty, still, still we must remain their 
debtors ! 

Oh ! did we know the tears that have 
been shed over our little pains, and the 
sighs that have escaped over our infant 
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dangers, and the watchful days and 
sleepless nights that have been passed on 
our account, while yet we hung upon 
our mothers' breasts, we could not lock 
our hearts in steely apathy against a 
mother's call. Oh ! did we know the 
early risings and the late upsittings. and 
the sweating brow, and the dangerous 
enterprise, that have been undergone, to 
supply our helplessness and give us daily 
bread, we could not bring one railing ac- 
cusation against a father, or turn our 
back upon his necessities. This Joseph 
knew when he went forth to meet the 
aged Israel ; arrayed, as he was, in all 
the glory of Egypt, he awaits not the 
arrival of his father, but rides out to do 
him honor, and even, before he gratifies 
the quick and glowing feelings of affec- 
tion, he presents himself in reverence, 
And so also knew, one who was greater 
than Joseph. Our gracious Redeemer, 
although Lord of all, was not only sub- 
ject to tiis parents during the time of 
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youth, but they seem to have occupied 
his solicitude throughout life, for, even 
in that last dark hour of distress and 
anguish, when he hung bleeding upon 
the cross, the sight of his aged and sor- 
rowful mother, appears for a time to 
have suspended every other considera- 
tion, and we hear him, with all the affec- 
tion of the Son of Man, and all the be- 
nignity of the Son of God, commending 
her to the care of the beloved disciple. 
Behold thy mother ! was his short and 
significant expression ; it was a glorious 
charge, and well the Evangelist under- 
stood it, for from that hour he received 
her, and nourished her, as his own parent 
There is an amiableness in filial affec- 
tion, which has ever attracted the admi* 
ration of mankind, and how well pleas- 
ing it is in the sight of God, we may in- 
fer from the promise of blessing which, 
he hath annexed to it. It is, indeed, a 
pity that these examples of filial piety 
are not more generally copied ; instead 
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of whiehr, (oh, base ingratitude !) otur 
children, now, no sooner pass the diffi- 
culties of youth, than they forget the 
arm that sustained them, and the paps that 
gave them suck — no sooner do they ad« 
vance in the world, than they lose all 
concern for their parents, and sometimes 
treat them with downright disrespect ;» 
this is most abominable, and it is a re- 
proach not only to religion but to hu- 
manity. It was not so with Him who is 
our example in all things — it was not so 
with Ruth,, who adhered to her mother 
in the extremity of her distress — ^nor was 
it so with Joseph; all the state and 
^ry of Pharoah's court vanished in the 
smile of the good old man^-^d the first 
loid of Egypt could acknowledge his 
fkther as his superior, though an undis- 
tinguished individual, and a dependant 
upon his bounty ! 

And if the conduct of Joseph, upon 
this occasion, is worthy the imitation of 
every son, so aliso is that of Jacob wor- 

K 
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thy the imitation of every parent — and 
it discovers an affection suitable to that 
which, in the early period of life, he had 
shown his favorite child — Now let me die, 
since I have seen thy face, because thou 
art yet alive ! This is the language of 
contentment ; as if thi s unexpected bless- 
ing had filled the measure of his happi- 
ness, he looks no further on this side the 
^ave ; his beloved son had been given 
him, as it were, from the dead— he be- 
held him advanced to the highest de- 
gree of prosperity and honor,. and all his 
early indications of wisdom and of vir- 
tue more than realized ; this was the 
earthly crown of his rejoicing, and while 
he - gratefully acknowledged the good- 
ness of Providence, he looked forward 
to the crown of glory which fadeih not 
away* — Now let me die ! To die in peace, 
surrounded by our children, to whom 
We may impart our advice and blessing, 

* 1 Peter v. 4. 
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is a wish we are all apt to indulge, and to 
look with thankful joy upon every mark 
of divine favor experienced by them, 
is what we might nafturally expect from 
such a fond and righteous parent as Ja. 
cob; and it is a specimen of paternal 
interest well worthy our observance. It 
was not the prosperity to which he was 
introduced — ^it was not the good things 
of Egypt, nor the pride of his son's es- 
tate, that gladdened the old man's heart, 
and filled it with religious gratitude — 
all these things gave way to the lofty 
reflection upon the over-ruling Provi- 
dence of God, which had so long and so 
wonderfully preserved his son — Now 
let me die, since I have seen thyjace, be- 
cause thou art yet alive. I pause not, at 
present, to deduce from this part of the 
story the duty of parents in general; 
I entreat you only to lay it to heart, 
remembering, that all these things were 
written for our learnings and are pro- 
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fitcMe far mir in^ructioa in rightemtg^ 

}jQL this maimer Joseph met his father 
and his brethren, after an absence oi 
VQOTQ than twenty years. And thr<High- 
out the whole proceeding, we trace the 
hand of God secretly moving the ma- 
drinery of his Providence, defeating the 
devices of the wicked, bearing up his 
servant in distress, and accomplishing 
by B. train of events his predestinated 
plans: and the great lesson we leaiti 
from the whole story is, that the mighty 
God of Jacob is not only the author and 
eotitroUer of the universe in general, 
but that every individual in particular 
is the object of his good and gracious 
Providence; and that, while by Him 
kings rule, and kingdoms are upheld, 
by Him no less is the poor man re- 
lieved, and the economy of his cottage 
regarded! A man's heart deviseth the 
way ; but God directeth his steps, f 

* Proverbs xvi. 9. 
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aocusing conscience; in the glad hope 
of his Redeemer, death lost his stingy 
and in the realization of that hope the 
grave hath lost her victory ; for it is writ- 
ten, that he was gathered to his people. 

After the death of his father, again 
the brethren became alarmed, lest Jo- 
seph should now avenge his wrongs 
upon them; they feared he had only 
been prevented from visiting them with 
punishment, out of respect to his aged 
parent — ^that obstacle was now removed; 
and when the brethren saw that their ^fit^ 
ther ivas dead, they said, Joseph wiUper^ 
adventure hate us, and wiU certainly re^ 
quite us all Ike evil which we did unto 
him ; and they sent a messenger unto Jo- 
seph, acknowledging their wrong, and 
begging, in the name of their departed 
father, that he would forgive them. 

It was now forty years since the 
offence was committed, and no less than 
twenty since they had received assurance 
of forgiveness, yet we see their sin was 
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still a source of grievous remembrance, 
and constantly filled them with the 
terror of imaginary evil. But the 
noble heart of Joseph had never felt re- 
sentment, much less cherished it so long, 
and when he saw their humiliation, and 
heard their piteous deprecation, again 
he wept, and again he urged the same 
apology for them, as when he first made 
himself known to them, pointing to 
the over-ruling Providence of God, 
which bringeth good out of evil — Fear 
noU said he,,/or am I in the place of God ? 
But as for you, ye thought evil againit 
me ; but God meant it unto good, as it is 
this day, to save much people alive. 
Now, therefore, fear ye not, I fvill nourish 
you, and your little ones. And he com- 
forted them, and spake kindly unto them. 
Thus reconciled to his brethren, he re- 
mained their benefactor continually. 
And after being ruler over the kingdom 
of Egypt, with great wisdom and policy, 
for eighty years, he was called to inherit 
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the everlasting kingdom of his Re- 
deemer ; leaving behind him an example 
of all the relative duties of life, and all 
the holy affections of the heart, and a 
specimen of that mishaken integrity and 
firm reliance upon Gk)d, which never 
fail the possessor in leading him out of 
muck tribulation into the kingdom of 
God. And his virtues and his faith 
will continue a theme of instruction and 
delight, and unqualified admiration, until 
" the last syllable of recorded time !" 

Thus, my brethren, have we finished 
our review of this interesting story, 
into which I have endeavoured to blend 
as much useful instruction as possible, 
and I trust it hath not been in vain. 
And while the remembrance of all that 
befell the brethren, with their fears, and 
difiiculties, and sorrows, warns you to 
shun the road of wickedness, let the ex- 
alted character of Joseph be your en- 
couragement and your guide in the paths 
of virtue and religion. 
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But, in quitting the subject, let us 
never lose sight of a principal object, for 
which the Spirit of Gk)d hath recorded 
the history c^ this patriarch — ^to lead us 
to Jesus Christ, whom he resembled tB& 
nearly as the imperfection of human 
nature can, and of whom he was one of 
the most eminent types. Let us, my 
dear brethren, in the contemplation of 
this interesting and affecting histiwy, 
turn our eyes to the meek and Uessed 
Son of God, and establish our faith in 
His mercy, and forgiveness, and support. 
Joseph, it is true, was only a reflection 
of his master, but he was a true one. 
When we hear of his being sold by his 
brethren, let it remind us of Him who 
was sold into the hands of his enemies, 
and learn to shun the first advances of 
those passions, which lead to such wick- 
edness ; lest we sell Him again, and put 
Him to an open shame. When we hear 
of his being tempted in the house of 
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Potiphar, let it remind us of Him, who 

was led up hy the spirit to he tempted of 

the devil^^ that in mercy he might be 

Umched with the feelings of our itifimii' 

Oes^ and while it inspires us with 

gratitude, let us rejoice in the victory 

He obtained over the tempter — the great 

adversary of our souls. When we hear 

of his unjust imprisonment, let it remind 

us of Him who svfferedfcyr us, the Just 

for the unjustyX and who was imprisoned 

awhile in the grave; and let us endeavour 

to bury all our sins in the same tomb. 

T\Tien we hear of his deliverance and 

promotion in the kmgdom of Egypt, 

let it remind us of Him who, through 

death, destroyed him that had the power 

of deathy\ and who burst from the 

prison-house of the grave, and is exalted 

to the right hand ofpmoer in the kingdom 

* Math. iv. 1. t Heb. ir. 15. 

X 1 Peter iii. 18. § Heb, ii. 14. 
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of God,* and let us set our ejections on 
thbigs above. When we hear of his 
dispensing food to the famished people, 
let it remind us of Him who hath given 
to us the bread of Ufe, and let us be 
careful to eat thereof that we way live for 
ever.-f When we read of his ready for- 
giveness of those who had offended him, 
let it remind us of Him, who hath offered 
remission of sins to all who, with true 
penitent hearts, and lively faith, acknow- 
ledge their transgressions, and come unto 
him;:|: and while it inspires our hope, 
and elicits our thankfulness, let it ad- 
monish us that His pardon is conditional, 
and that we must forgive in order to be 
forgiven. And, finally, let the inter- 
view between Joseph and his father re- 
mind us that we all have a Father in 
Heaven, to whom the holy and un- 
blemished Joseph hath been called, to 

* Mark xvi. 19. t John vi. 48, 50. 

J Math. xi. 28, 29. 
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shiite a^ the brightness of tl^ firm^fmenty 
and as the stars for ever and ever.* And 
that if we would resemble Him in glory 
]Kreafter» we must resemble Him in holi- 
i*ss here, for withoitt holiness no 

MAN SHALL SEE THE LOBD.f 

• Dan. xii. 3. t H«b. »i, M. 
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